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PREFACE. 



The 17th Article of the Church of England 
expresses a truth which in these days is too 
much forgotten, when it aflSrms, that "the 
godly consideration of Predestination, and our 
Election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, 
and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and 
such as feel in themselves the working of the 
Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the 
flesh, and drawing up their minds to high and 
heavenly things." 

Nor is it mere forgetfulness which haa 
caused this doctrine to be overlooked. Even 
Christian people have been led from various 
causes to regard it with something of doubt ■?*. 
and fear. Prejudices imbibed in youth from . *' 
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their teachers, together with the marked 
dislike which the people of the world arc 
accustomed to manifest in reference to such 
truths, have led many to shrink from them as 
being (not "sweet and pleasant," hut) gloomy 
and repulsive ; and in some way or other 
inconsistent with the infinite mercy and love 
of God our Saviour. 

This is not the way in which any portion of 
Divine truth ought to be received by us. The 
one question with the faithful servant of Christ 
is, "What does God's Word say?" From that 
word there can be no appeal ; — and to its plain 
and repeated declarations on the doctrine above 
mentioned, the reader is here invited to give 
his serious attention. It is not for man to 
shrink fi'om a truth as iminviting, or as per- 
taining to matters too difficult for his com- 
prehension, if God has been pleased to reveal 
it in Holy Scripture for our instruction. We 
must remember that neither much learning 
nor a high order of intellect is required in 
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those who wish to study in the school gf 
Christ; nor is it to the great in acquired 
knowledge or in mental power, that our 
heavenly Father usually gives the clearest '** 
views of the deep things of the counsel gf 
peace. We are, on the contrary, led to infer 
from the words of our blessed Lord and His 
inspired servants, that these gifts which are 
so valuable when rightly employed, may often 
prove a hindrance rather than a help to the 
full and hearty reception of the Gospel of 
Christ, " I thank thee, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so. Father, 
for so it seemed jgood in Thy sight." 

While, however, w^ are to look only to 
God's written word as our one infallible 
teacher, and to His Holy Spirit as the one and 
only source of living light by means of which 
we may be enabled to understand it, wft must 
be careful not to undervalue the advantages 
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which are to be derived from human aid in our 
attempts to arrive at the tnie interpretation of 
the sacred oracles. 

It is with a view of assisting those whose 
opportunities of obtaining such extrinsic help 
are small, that the words of some of the 
greatest and holiest men the Church has ever 
known, have here been collected together ; and 
not without a hope, moreover, that they may 
in this way be brought within the reach of 
many who would otherwise never see them. 
There is at the same time reason to suppose 
that such a book as this may be acceptable to 
some who, though possessing the various works 
which are here referred to, may nevertheless 
be glad to have the more striking passages 
relating to this important subject presented to 
ihem in an easily accessible form. And yet 
again, it may not unreasonably be expected 
that the interest attaching to the names of 
many of the wiiters, together with the extreme 
beauty of a great part of the passages quoted, 
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may serve to render the consideration of the . 
subject attractive to many who would be 
repelled by the tone of a dry controversial 
argument. 

We are warned, it is true, by the Article 
already* referred to, that "for curious and 
carnal persons, lacking the Spirit of Christ,^^ 
there is danger in the contemplation of these 
deep things of God ; but for them this book is 
not intended, and it is improbable that such 
persons will ever read it. 

In making this use of the writings of saints 
and martyrs of former days, I feel that I have 
their blessing resting on me, and their prayers • 
to aid and prosper me in the work; — ^the 
effectual fervent prayers of righteous men, 
who, during the time of their earthly pilgri- 
mage, offered up their petitions to Almighty 
God, that He would make their writings an 
abiding benefit and blessing to His people. 
Those prayers are as fresh as when in the field 
or in the closet, in prison or at the stake, they 
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first ascended to the throne of grace ; nor arc 
the blessings attaching to them yet exhausted : 
and I may also venture to add, that those who 
will now unite their supplications on the sub- 
ject to those of their sainted brethren, will find 
hereafter that they have not drawn near to the 
mercy-seat in vain. 

May our heavenly Father pour down an 
increased measure of '' the spirit of grace and 
of supplications " on all His people ! So may 
He ^^ OP His gracious goodness, shortly 

ACCOMPLISH THE NUMBER OP HiS ELECT AND 

HASTEN His kingdom,'^ for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake ! Amen. 

T. S. 

Boston Spa, 
November, 1868. 
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THE 

GOSPEL ACCOEDING TO ST. MATTHEW. 

Matt. xi. 20 — 27. Then began He to upbraid 
the cities wherein most of His mighty works were 
done, because they repented not : ( 21) Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! for 
if the mighty works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
(22) But I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 
judgment, than for you. (23) And thou, 
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shalt be brought down to hell: for if the 
mighty works, which have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 
until this day. (24) But I say unto you. That 
it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
in the day of judgment, than for thee. (25) At 
that time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee^ 
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O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
Thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 
(26) Even so, Father : for so it seemed good 
in Thy sight. (27) All things are delivered 
unto me of my Father : and no man knoweth 
the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him. 

I believe that the Father in Jesus Christ his 
Son, through the Holy Ghost, hath elected and 
chosen those that are His own, according to his 
good will, before the foundations of the world 
were laid, whom he hath predestinate unto 
eternal life; that thereby they might be his 
children adoptives, over whom he hath without 
comparison a much greater care than the best 
father can have over the best child in the 
world: for he suffereth not that any thing 
shall come to pass, either on high in heaven, 
or beneath on earth, which shall not be for 
their good and great profit. — Bishop Hooper.* 

Ver. 22 — 24. As to the saying of our Lord, 

* Brief and Clear Confession of the Christian Faith. 
Eleventh Article. Later Writings. 
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"If more warnings had been given they would 
have repented," — ^it is not for the infidel to say, 
" Why then were not more given ?" because 
every act of God for the rescue of a sinner 
from his doom is purely and entirely of free 
and undeserved grace, and the proportion of 
such means of escape dealt out to men is ruled 
by the counsel of His will who is holy, just, 
and true, and wiUeth not the death of a sinner; 
but whose ways are past our finding out. We 
know enough when we know that all are in- 
excusable, having (see Eomans i. 2) the witness 
of God in their consciences ; and our only feeling 
should be overflowing thankfulness, when we, 
find ourselves in possession of the light of 
the glorious Gospel, of which so many are 
deprived. — Dean Alford.* 

Ver. 25. The Divine sovereignty is the 
best thought we can retreat to for composing 
and strengthening our minds under the diffi- 
culties, discouragements, and disappointments, 
which attend the publication of the Gospel. 

* I take this opportunity of thankfully acknow- 
ledging my obligations to the Dean of Canterbury 
and the Eev. E. B, EUiott for the assistance I have 
received from their valuable works. 
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The more we give way to reasonings and 
curions enquiries, the more we shall be per- 
plexed and baffled. When Jeremiah ( Jer. xviii. 
6) had been complaining of some things that 
were too hard for him, the Lord sent him to 
the potter's house, and taught him to infer 
from the potter's power over the clay, the just 
right which the Lord of all hath to do what 
He wiU with His own. It is only the pride 
of our own hearts that prevents this consi- 
deration from being perfectly conclusive and 
satisfactory. How many schemes derogatory 
from the free grace of God, tending to darken 
, the glory of the Gospel, and to depreciate the 
righteousness of the Eedeemer, have taken 
their rise from vain unnecessary attempts to 
vindicate the ways of God ; or rather to limit 
the actings of infinite wisdom to the bounds 
of our narrow understandings, to sound the 
depths of the Divine counsels with our feeble 
plummets, and to say to Omnipotence, "Hitherto 
shalt thou go, and no farther." But upon the 
ground of the Divine sovereignty we may rest 
satisfied and stable: for if God appoints and 
overrules all, according to the purpose of 
His own will, we have sufficient security, both 
for the present and for the future. For the 
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present, we may firmly expect, what Scripture 
and reason concur to assure us, that "the Judge 
of all the earth will do right." . . . Though 
He does not give us a particular account of 
His dealings, and we are not fully able to 
comprehend them ; yet we ought, against all 
appearances and proved reasonings, to settle it 
firmly in our minds, that everything is con- 
ducted worthy the views which God has given 
us of Himself in His holy word, as a Being of 
infinite justice, wisdom, goodness, and truth. 
And farther, — for the future — ^He has appointed 
a day when He will make it appear that He has 
done right. Though clouds and darkness are 
now upon His proceedings, they shall ere long 
be removed. When all His designs in provi- 
dence and grace are completed; when the 
present imperfect state of things shall be 
finished ; when the dead, small and great, are 
summoned to stand before Him ; then the great 
Judge will condescend to unfold the whole train 
of His dispensations, and will justify His pro- 
ceedings before angels and men. Then every 
presumptuous cavil will be silenced, every 
difficulty solved. His people will admire His 
wisdom, His enemies will confess His justice. 
The destruction of those who perish shaU. \^q^ 
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acknowledged as deserved, and of themselves ; 
and the redeemed of the Lord shall ascribe all 
the glory of their salvation to Him alone. — 
Bev. John Newton. 

St. Matt. XX. 15, 16. Is it not lawful for me 
to do what I will with mine own ? Is mine 
eye evil, because I am good? (16) So the 
last shall be first, and the first last : for many 
be called, but few chosen.* 

The sovereignty of God is, I apprehend, a 
very different thing from arbitrary power : it is 
the sovereignty of infinite wisdom, knowledge, 
justice, truth, goodness and mercy ; and there- 
fore nothing can be decreed by it, which is not 
the best possible, all things considered. 

Now, if the best possible plan be selected 
and executed, what does it signify whether it 
was formed in every part from eternity, or 
whether it was formed at the moment, as 
circumstances required? God does nothing 
without the best possible reasons, but He does 
not gratify the pride and curiosity of fallen 
rebels by assigning His reasons to them. He 

* «oXX.oJ yip u(Ti Kkmroi, oklyoi is exXexro/. 
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doubtless has reasons for choosing a sinner to 
salvation : but the sinner's merit, or inferior 
degree of criminality, or more docile dis- 
position, or natural voluntary concurrence 
with His grace, is not of the number of these 
reasons : but the desert of those that perish is 
the assigned and proper reason why He punishes 
them. . . • Ever since the Ml, men have 
been "carnal" as "bom of the flesh;" and, 
"the carnal mind is enmity against God," 
This enmity induces every man, as left to 
himself, and as tempted by Satan, to break 
and hate the law of God : and even after all 
that Christ has done and suffered for sinners, 
if men were left to themselves, they would 
universally hate and reject the Gospel, because 
it honours the law, and is diametrically opposite 
to their pride and lusts. — Rev. T. Scott.* 

St. Matt. xxii. 12 — 14. And he saith imto 
him, Friend, how camest thou in hither, not 
having a wedding garment? And he was 
speechless. (13) Then said the king to the 
servants. Bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness ; 

* Letters and Papelrs. — pp. 161-2-3. 
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there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
(14) For many are called, but few are chosen.* 
They who are called inwardly and spiritually 
with a heavenly call, with such a call as pur* 
sueth the counsel and purpose of God for their 
salvation, though they do resist, and corrup- 
tion within them doth strive to bear up against 
the grace of Christ, yet they do not resist 
finally unto the repelling or defeating of the 
operation of God's effectual grace : but they 
are thereby framed to embrace, approve, and 
submit unto that call, God Himself working a 
good will in them,f captivating their thoughts 
unto the obedience of Christ, and working in 
them that which is pleasing in His own sight, 
(Phil. ii. 13 ; 2 Cor. x. 6 ; Heb. xiii. 21,) 
. . , . When the soul of a man is so thoroughly 
by God's teaching convinced of the danger and 

t Article 10. Of Free Will, The condition of man 
after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and 
prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good 
works, to faith, and calling upon God : wherefore we 
have no power to do good works pleasant and accept'^ 
able to God, without the grace of God by Christ 
preventing us, that we may have a good, will, and 
working with us, when we have that good will. 
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misery of sin, wherein so long as a man oon- 
tinueth he lives only to dishonour God, and to 
undo himself ; he prizes the benefit of righte- 
ousness in Christ, whereby he is reconciled 
unto God, and adopted unto a glorious inherit- 
ance ; and of the beauty of holiness, whereby 
he is conformed unto Christ his head, and fitted 

for the inheritance By this means the 

native obstinacy of the will both in and after 
conversion is subdued, so that it neither doth 
nor can overcome the grace of God working 
effectually with His word: 1. Because of the 
purpose of God, to show mercy where He will 
show mercy, which can in nowise be resisted. 
2. Because of the power of God, in the effectual 
applying of that mercy unto the souls of man 
with admirable sweetness, with undeniable evi- 
dence, with ineffable persuasion, with omnipo- 
tent and invincible energy, which no hardness 
of heart is able to refuse; because the proper 
operation of it is to take away that hardness 
which would refuse it ; and that by an act of 
equal power with that whereby Christ was 
raised from the dead, which all the world was 
not able to hinder or prevent, (Eph. i. 19; CoL 
ii. 12 ; 1 Pet. i. 5.) Thus we see, though we 
desire, and endeavour, and purpose, and coven- 
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ant conversion and amendment of life, yet the 
whole progress of conversion, our promises, our 
covenants, our abilities, our sufl&eiencies to make 
good anything, do all receive their stability 
from the grace of God. — Bishop Reynolds* 

St. Matt. xxiv. 3 — 8, 21 — 31. And as he sat 
upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
unto him privately, saying. Tell us, when shall 
these things be ? and what shall he the sign 
of Thy coming, and of the end of the world. 
(4) And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Take heed that no man deceive you. (5) For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ ; and shall deceive many. (6) And ye 
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars : see 
that ye be not troubled : for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
(7) For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kiugdom against kingdom : and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places. (8) All these are the beginning 
of sorrows. 

(21) For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not from the beginning of the 

* Sixth Sermon. 
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world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

(22) And except those days should be short- 
ened, there should no flesh be saved : but for 
the elect's* sake those days shall be shortened. 

(23) Then if any man shall say unto you, 
Lo, here is Christ, or there ; believe it not. 

(24) For there shall arise false Christs, and 
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect.t (25) Be- 
hold, I have told you before. (26) Wherefore 
if they shall say imto you, Behold, He is in 
the desert; go not forth : behold. He is in the 
secret chambers; believe it not. (27) For as 
the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west ; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. (28) For 
wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. (29) Immedi- 
ately after the tribulation of those days shall 
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her Ught, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken : (30) And then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven : and then shall 

f el Jin/arov, xal roif ekXsktous, 
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all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. (31) And 
He shall send His angels with a great soimd of 
a trumpet, and they shall gather together His 
elect * from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. 

Ver. 24. The delusions of their signs and 
wonders shall be so strong, that the world 
shall be utterly carried away therewith ; and, 
if it were possible that the very elect of God 
could be miscarried by them, they should also 
be deceived. Were it not more of the grace 
and mercy of that powerful God who sustaineth 
them, and that infallible decree by which they 
are^ordained to life, than of any power or wis- 
dom of their own, they could not stand against 
these strong delusions. — Bishop Hcdl. 

I know this to be true, that Christ is present 
with His holy Church, which is His holy elected 
people, and shall be with them to the world's 
end, leading and governing them with His 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them all truth 
necessary for their salvation. And whenso- 

* smawa^ovffi rous exkBKrous avroi). 



DOCTBINB OF ELECTION. 13 

ever any such be gathered together in His 
Kame^ there He is among them, and He shall 
not suffer the gates of hell to prevail against 
them. For although He may suffer them by 
their own frailness for a time to err, fall, and 
to die, yet finally neither Satan, hell, sin, nor 

eternal death, shall prevail against them 

And truth it is indeed that the Church doth 
never wholly err; for ever in most darkness 
God shineth unto His elect, and in. the midst 
of all iniquity He govemeth them. And these 
be known to Him, although the world many 
times know them not, but hath them in derision 
and hatred, as it had Christ and His Apostles. 

And the holy Church of Christ is but a 

small herd or flock, in comparison to the great 
multitudes of them that follow Satan and anti- 
christ ; as Christ Himself saith, and the Word 
of God, and the course of the world from the 
beginning until this day hath declared. — Arch^ 
hishop Cranmer.* 

Professed Christians in general cannot here 
be meant by '^ the elect;" for many of them 
were deceived and apostatised. Their " elec- 
tion of God," and that grace by which He 

* Answer to Smith's Preface. Sec. 405, 406. 
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effected His purposes concerning them, were 
the security of real Christians, and the same 
cause would secure from fatal deception those 
whom " God had foreknown '^ and chosen, but 
who were not yet called to the knowledge of 
Christ and His salvation. — Rev. T. Scott 
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THE 

GOSPEL ACCOEDING TO ST. LUKE. 

St. Luke x. 17 — 22. And the seventy returned 
again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils 
are subject to us through Thy Name. (18) And 
He said unto them, I behold Satan as lightning 
fall from heaven. (19) Behold, I give you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy : and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you. (20) Notwith- 
standing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto you ; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven. (21) In 
that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I 
thank Thee, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and , prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes : even so. Father ; for so it seemed 
good in Thy sight. (22) All things are de- 
livered unto Me of My Father : and no man 
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father ; and 
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him. 
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Yer. 20. Sejoice and bless Grod that so it is. 
Christ your Bedeemer rejoices with you and 
over you. Angels rejoice — ^your glorious Be- 
deemer presiding in the joyfdl concert. And 
should not you rejoice for yourselves ? Con- 
sider what a discrimiimtion is made in your 
case ! To how many hath that Gospel been a 
deadly savour, which hath proved " a savoiu: 
of life unto life " to you ! How many have 
fallen on your right-hand and your left, stumb- 
ling at the " stone of oflfence '^ which to you is 
become the head stone of the comer, elect and 
precious ! Whence is this difference ? Did 
you never slight Christ ? never make light of 
offered mercy ? Was your mind never blind 
or vain ? Was your heart never hard or dead ? 
Were the terms of peace and reconciliation 
never rejected or disregarded by you ? How 
should you admire victorious grace, that would 
never desist from striving with you till it 
had overcome ! You are the triumph of the 
Bedeemer s conquering love, who might have 
been of His wrath and justice ! Endeavour 
jcmr spirits may taste more and more the 
mreetnesB of reconciliation, that you may now 
abound in joy and praises. Is it not pleasant 
to jou to be at peace with God; to find that 
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all controversies are taken up between Him 
and you; that you can now approach Him, 
and His terrors not make you afraid ; that you 
can enter into the secret of His presence and 
solace yourselves in His assured favour and 
love ? How should you "joy in God through 
Jesus Christ, by whom you have received the 
the atonement " ! What have you now to 
fear : "If, when you were enemies, you were 
reconciled by the death of Christ, how much 
more, being reconciled, shall you be saved by 
His life?" How great a thing have you to 
oppose to all worldly troubles : "If God be 
for you, who can be against you ? " Think 
how mean it is for the friends of God, the 
favourites of heaven, to be dismayed at the 
appearances of danger that threaten them from 
the inhabitants of the earth ? What if all the 
world were in a posture of hostility against 
you, when the mighty Lord of all is your 
friend ? Take heed of thinking merely of His 
power and love ! Would any one diminish to 
himself whom he takes for his God? "All 
people will walk every one in the name of his 
God ; " why should not you much more in the 
name of yours, glorying in Him and making 
your boast of Him all the day long ? 0, the 

c 
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reproach that is cast upon the glorious name 
of the great God, by their indifference and 
despondency who visibly stand in special rela- 
tion to Him, but fear the impotent malice of 
mortal man more than they can trust in His 
almighty love ! If indeed you are "justified 
by faith, and have peace with God," it becomes 
you so "to rejoice in the glory of God," as 
also to " glory in tribulation," and tell all the 
world that in His favour stands your life, and 
that you care not who is displeased with you 
for the things wherewith you have reason to 
apprehend He is pleased. 

2. Demean yourselves with that care, cau- 
tion, and dutifulness, that become a state of 
reconciliation. Bethink yourselves that your 
present peace and friendship with God is not 
original, and continued from thence, but hath 
been interrupted and broken ; that your peace 
is not that of constantly innocent persons. 
You stand not in this good and happy state 
because you never offended, but as being 
reconciled, and who therefore were once 
enemies. And when you were brought to 
know, in that your "day" which you have 
enjoyed, the " things belonging to yoxu* peace, 
you were made to feel the smart and taste the 
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bitterness of your having been alienated, and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works." 
When the terrors of God did beset you round, 
and His arrows stuck fast in you, did you not 
then find trouble and sorrow ? Were you not 
in a fearful expectation of wrath and fiery 
indignation to consume and burn you up as 
adversaries ? Would you not then have given 
all the world for a peaceful word . or look, for 
any glimmering hope of peace ? How wary 
and afraid should you be of a new breach ! 
How should you study acceptable deportments, 
and to walk " worthy of God unto all well 
pleasing " ! How strictly careful should you 
be to keep faith with Him, and abide " stedfast 
in His covenant" ! How concerned for His 
interest, and in what agonies of spirit when 
you behold the eruptions of enmity against 
Him from any others, — not from any distrust, 
or fears of final prejudice to His interest, but 
from the apprehension of the unrighteousness 
of the thing itself, and a dutiful love to His 
name, throne, and government ! How zealous 
should you be to draw in others I How fervent 
in your endeavours, within your own sphere, 
and how large in your desires, extended as far 
as the sphere of the universe; that '^ every 
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knee might bow to Him, and every tongue 
confess" to Him! They ought to be more 
deeply concerned for His righteous cause, that 
remember they were once most unrighteously 
engaged against it ; and ought, besides, to be 
filled with compassion towards the souls of men 
yet in an unreconciled state, as having known, 
by " the terrors of the Lord," and remem- 
bering the experienced dismalness and horror 
of that state, — ^what it was to have Divine 
wrath and justice armed against you with 
almighty power, and to have heard the thunder 
of such a voice, " I lift up my hand to heaven, 
and say, I live for ever ; if I whet my glitter- 
ing sword, and my hand take hold on judgment, 
I will recompense fury to mine adversaries, 
vengeance to mine enemies." Do you not 
know what the case is like to be, when " pots- 
herds " that should " strive with the potsherds 
of the earth " venture to oppose themselves as 
antagonists to Omnipotency? And when 
"briars and thorns set themselves" in battle 
array against "a consuming fire," how easily it 
can pass through, and devour, and bum them 
up together ! And how much more fearful is 
their condition that know it not, but are ready 
to "rush like the home into the battle " ! Do 
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you owe no duty, no pity to them that have 
the same nature with you, and with whom 
your ease was once the same ? If you do 
indeed know the " things of your peace " God- 
ward, so as to have made your peace, to have 
come to an agreement, and struck a covenant 
with Hiia, — you have now taken His side, are 
of His confederates, — ^not as equals, but sub- 
jects. You have sworn allegiance to Him, and 
associated yourself with all them that have done 
so. There can hereupon be but one common 
interest to him and you. Hence, therefore, 
you are most strictly obliged to wish well to 
that interest, and to promote it to your utter- 
most, in His own way ; that is, according to 
his openly avowed inclination and design, and 
the genuine constitution of that kingdom which 
He hath erected, and is intent to enlarge and 
extend farther in the world. Tliat^ you do 
well know, is a kingdom of grace ; for His 
natural kingdom already confines with the 
imiverse, and can have no enlargement, without 
enlarging the creation. Whosoever they are 
that contend against Him, are not merely 
enemies, therefore, but rebels. And you see 
He aims to conquer them by love and good- 
ness, and therefore treats with them, and seeks 
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to establish a kingdom over them, in and by a 
Mediator ; who, it* He were not intent upon 
the same design, had never lamented the 
destruction of any of them, and wept over 
their ruin. So, therefore, should you long for 
the conversion of souls, and the enlargement 
of His kingdom this way, both out of loyalty 
to Him and compassion towards them. — Rev 
John Howe.'* 



* " The Redeemer s Tears Wept over Lost Souls." — 
Works, Yol. ii. pp. 321—324. 
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THE 

GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN. 

St. John vi. 35 — 45. And Jesus said unto 
them, I am the bread of life : he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger; and he that belie veth 
on me shall neA'er thirst. (36) But I said unto 
you, That ye also have seen me, and believe 
not. (37) All that the Father giveth me shall 
com^ to me ; and him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out. (38) For I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of Him that sent me. (39) And this is 
the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which He hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the 
last day. (40) And this is the will of Him 
that sent me, that everyone which seeth the 
Son, and believeth on Him, may have ever- 
lasting life : and I will raise him up at the last 
day, (41) The Jews then murmured at Him, 
because He said, I am the bread which came 
down from heaven, (42.) And they said, Is 
not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
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and mother we know ? how is it then that He 
saith, I came down from heaven? (43) Jesus 
therefore answered and said unto them, Mmr- 
mur not among yourselves. (44) No man can 
come to me, except the Father which sent me 
draw him : and I will raise him up at the last 
day. (45) It is written in the prophets, And 
they shall be all taughf of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of 
the Father, cometh imto me. 

Ver. 37. This implies a promise or engage- 
ment of Christ, that no degree of previous 
guilt, no inveterate habits of vice, no slavery 
to Satan, no secret decree of God, no involun- 
tary mistake, no feebleness in attempting to 
come to him, would induce Him to reject a 
single person, who applied to Him for the 
salvation of his soul, with sincere desire of that 
blessing, and a believing dependence on His 
truth, power, and grace, by using diUgently 
and with perseverance the means which He 
has appointed. In this, the Father's will, 
which the Son came down from heaven to per* 
form, perfectly concurs : it is His will, that 
not one of those " given to the Son " should 
be rejected or lost by Him, in life or death ; 
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but that everyone of them should be raised up, 
to eternal felicity, " at the last day." And it 
is equally His will, that everyone "who be- 
holdeth the Son," who so contemplate His 
character and work, and discerns the glory and 
suitableness of His salvation, as to believe in 
Him and to entrust his soul in His hands, 
should have everlasting life, notwithstanding 
all possible hindrances and objections. These 
two views of the Divine will. His secret will 
concerning those whom He has " chosen to 
salvation," and His revealed will concerning 
the actual salvation of every believer, are 
perfectly coincident ; for no one wills thus to 
come, till Divine grace has subdued, and in 
part changed, his heart, and therefore no one 
who comes will ever be cast out. When an 
awakened sinner is willing to come to Christ,, 
if he finds the doctrines of the Divine degrees 
too dazzling for his feeble eyes, he should look 
off from them to the general invitations and 
promises of the Gospel : but when he can bear 
to look at the former, he may find in them the 
source and reason of his willingness, and be 
encouraged to hope for the completion of that 
work which grace has begim in his soul. But 
let everyone beware of blaspheming or pervert- 
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ing these doctrines, which are so evidently 
contained in Scripture ; and which indeed 
cannot be separated from our ideas of the 
Divine sovereignty and perfections, or from a 
proper understanding of the entirely free grace 
of God, in the salvation of His people from 
their state of sin and death, by regeneration, 
conversion, faith, justification by grace, and 
adoption into the family of God. — Hev. T. 
Scott 

Vers. 43, 44. "Murmur not among your- 
selves." As much as to say, I know why ye 
hunger not, and, as for this bread, do neither 
understand nor seek it. " Murmur not among 
yourselves : no man can come unto me, except 
the Father which sent me draw him." Mighty 
enchantment of grace I No man cometh, unless 
drawn. .Whom He draweth and whom draweth 
not, why He draweth one and draweth not 
another, wish not to judge if thou wish not 
to err. Once for all, take and understand : 
art thou not drawn? pray that thou mayest 
be drawn . , • • Do not imagine that thou art 
drawn against thy wiU: the mind is drawn 
also by love. Nor ought we to fear, lest by 
men who weigh words nicely, while they are 
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far removed from the understanding of Dhine 
things, we should, belike, be taken to task in 
respect of this evangelic word of Holy Writ, 
and it be said of us, * How can I be said to 
believe with my good will, if I am drawn ? ' I 
say thou art drawn, not merely by the will, 
but what is more, by very pleasure. What is 
it to be drawn by pleasure ? " Delight thyself 
in the Lord, and He shall give thee the 
requests of thine heart."* There is a pleasure 
of the heart, to which sweet is that Bread of 
heaven. Moreover, if the poet had leave to 
say, Trahit sua qtiemque voluptaSy — 

" Each has his dear delight which draws him on," 

not necessity, but pleasure; not obligation, 
but delight; how much more strongly ought 
we to say, that a man is drawn to Christ, 
when he delights in truth, delights in blessed- 
ness, delights in righteousness, delights in 
everlasting life, all which Christ is? Or, 
while the senses of the body have their plea- 
sures, is the mind left with no pleasures of its 
own? If the mind hath not its pleasures, 
how is it said, " The sons of men shall trtist 
under the shelter of Thy wings : they shall drink 

* Ps. xxxvii. 4 
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deep of the plenteousuess of Thine hotise, and of 
the rushing stream of Thy pleasure Thou shalt 
give them to drink : for with Thee is the fountain 
of life^ and in Thy light shall we see light ?^^* 
Give me one that loves, and he feek what I 
say. Give me one that longs, one that 
hungers. Give me one that is on pilgrimage 
in this wilderness, and doth thirst and pant 
after the fountain of His eternal home ; give 
me such an one, and he knows what I would 
say. But if I speak to one who is cold, he 
knows not what I speak. Such were they who 
murmured among themselves. " Whmn^'* saith 
He, " the Father shall draw^ the saine cometh 
unto Mey — St. Augustine.'^ 

* Ps. xxxvi. 7. 

t " Augustine, — eminent as a Christian teacher in 
every point of view, was eminent most of all for his 
strenuous, holy, and, for a time, successful advocacy of 
the grand Gospel-principle, that it is to Ghd^a Jree 
grace in Christ Jesus^ preventing, forgiving, convert- 
ing, sustaining, that man is iaiehtdi, from first to last, 
simply and alom, for salvation ; and this only in the 
way of a living personal union of each individtml soul 
with Christy by faith, as the one common principle of 
His Church of tlie election of grace : a doctrine this 
which, in God's wise ordering, his own previous 
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St. John X. 1—5 ; 14—18. Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that entereth not by the 
door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
(2) But he that entereth in by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. (3) To him the 
porter openeth ; and the sheep hear his voice : 
and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them out. (4) And when he putteth 
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him : for they know his voice. 
(5) And a stranger will they not follow, but 
will flee from him: for they know not the 
voice of strangers. (14) I am the good shep- 
herd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine. (15) As the Father knoweth me, even 
so know I the Father: and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. (16) And other sheep I 

history and experience (like that of Luther after- 
wards) singularly qualified him to appreciate; and 
which was essentially opposed to the whole system of 
will- worship, penance, and works of merit, whether 
of congrnity or cwidignityy set forth in a spirit more 
and more Pelagian, albeit under ecclesiastical forms 
and with a professed condemnation of Pelagianism, by 
the great Apostacy." — Rev. E. B. Elliotfa ^^Horcs 
ApocalypHcce^^ vol. ii., pp. 219, 220. 
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have which arc not of this fold : them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

(17) Therefore doth my Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

(18) No man taketh it from me, but I lay it 
down, of myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This com- 
mandment have I received of my Father. 

Ver. 15 — 18. Who believeth in Christ, be- 
lie veth in God ; for Christ is God. This Mth 
giveth strength, and overcometh all adversity. 
As if Christ would say: Be not afraid by 
reason of my bodily absence. Though ye see 
me no more from henceforth with bodily eyes, 
yet with my grace and comfort will I not for- 
sake you, but be with you until the end of the 
world. I will alway remain with you; only 
look that ye believe in me, continuing and 
cleaving fast unto me with the belief of the 
heart ; so will I defend, deliver, and save you 
for ever. Be not afraid of any adversity ; put 
your confidence in me. After your trouble, 
there is prepared for you an excellent great 
joy, and an exceeding unspeakable reward. 
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For in my Father's house are many dwellings, 
which from everlasting have been prepared for 
all the elect, that believe in me, and follow me 
nnder the Cross. I will not deceive you, I 
will show you no unfaithful touch ; I will not 
disappoint you, into no fool's paradise nor 
false hope will I bring you. If the mansions 
were not prepared for you in my Father's 
house, I would tell it you ; but doubt ye not 
in my promise ; fall ye not off from faith and 
hope ; stay your belief and affiance steadfastly 
upon me ; hope undoubtedly for the dwellings 
to come, which are ordained and prepared of 
my Father for you. Here is nothing but misery 
and trouble ; here is no abiding, no dwelling, but , 
a pilgrimage. Here ye are among strangers ; 
but in my Father's house are many dwellings, ' 
which were prepared for you of my Father 
afore the creation of the world ; be not you 
therefore dismayed by reason of my death. 
My death shall be your life and salvation. 
Through my death go I before you, and make 
you a way unto heaven. Look what the 
Father of his gracious goodness hath ordained 
for you from everlasting; that will he not 
give you, but through me; therefore must I 
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die, and with my death open you the entrance 
unto life. — Bishop CoverddU.* 

St. John X. 22 — 31. And it was at Jeru- 
salem the feast of the dedication, and it was 
winter. (23) And Jesus walked in the temple 
in Solomon's porch. (24) Then came the Jews 
round about him, and said unto Him, How 
long dost Thou make us to doubt ? If thou 
be the Christ, tell us plainly. (25) Jesus 
answered them, I told you, and ye believed 
not : the works that I do in my Father's name, 
they bear witness of me. (26) But ye believe 
not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said 
unto you. (27) My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me : (28) And 
I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. (29) My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater than all ; and no man 
is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
(80) I and my Father are one. (31) Then the 
Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

The Church of Christ, which we properly 

♦ On John xiv. 1—14, p. 220. 
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term His body* mystical, can be but one; 
neither can that one be sensibly discerned by 
any man, inasmuch as the parts thereof are 
soma in heaven already with Christ, and the 
rest that are on earth (albeit their natural 
persons be visible) we do not discern under 
this property whereby they are truly and 
infallibly of that body. Only our minds by 
intellectual conceit are able to apprehend that 

* Almighty and evcrli\ing God, we most heartily 
thank Thee, for that Thou dost vouchsafe to feed us, 
who have duly received these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of 
Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ ; and dost assure 
us thereby of Thy favour and goodness towards us ; 
and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of Thy Son, which is the blessed 
company of all faithful people. — Collect in Communion 
Service. 

m 

Article XXIX. — Of the wicked which eat not the 
Body of Christ in the use of the Lw*d's Supper : 

The wicked, and such as be void of a lively faith, 
although they do carnally and visibly press with their 
teeth (as Saint Augustine saith) the Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ, yet in no wise are they 
partakers of Christ : but rather, to their condemna- 
tion, do eat and drink the sign or Sacrament of so 
great a thing. 

D 
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such a real body there is, a body colleotiYe, 
because it containeth an huge multitude; a 
body mystical, because the mystery of their 
conjunction is removed altogether from sense. 
Whatsoever we read in Scripture concerning 
the endless love and the saving mercy which 
God sheweth towards His Church, the only 
proper subject thereof is this Church. Con- 
cerning this flock it is that our Lord and 
Saviour hath promised, I give unto tliem eternal 
life J and they shall never perish^ neitlier shcUl any 
pluck tliem out of my hand. They who are of 
this society have such marks and notes of 
distinction from all others, as are not objects 
unto our sense; only imto God who seeth 
their hearts, and understandeth all their secret 
cogitations, imto Him they arc cleai* and 
manifest. — Hooker. * 

Vers. 28, 29. What can the wolf do ? What 
can the thief and the robber ? They destroy 
only them that are predestined to destruction. 
But those sheep of which the Apostle saiih, 
The Lord knoweth them that are His: and, 
whom He did foreknow^ He also did predestinate ; 

* Ecclesiastical Polity, Book 3, sec. 1, vol. 1, p. 
349. 
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and whom He did predestinate^ them He also 
eaUed; and whom He called^ them He also 
justified : and wlvom He justified^ them He also 
glorified : of these sheep neither wolf seizeth, 
nor thief stealeth, nor robber killeth. He is 
sure of their number, who knoweth what He 
gave for them. — St. Augustine* 

St. John. xii. 37 — 43. But though He had 
done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on Him : (38) That the saying of 
Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which 
he spake, f Lord, who hath believed our 
report ? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed ? (39) Therefore they could not 
believe, because that Esaias said again,J (40) 
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
heart ; that they should not see with tlieir eyes, 
nor understand with their heart, and be con- 
verted, and I should heal them. (41) These 
things said Esaias, when he saw His glory, 
and spake of Him. (42) Nevertheless among 
the chief rulers also many believed on him ; 
but because of the Pharisees they did not 
confess Him^ lest they should be put out of the 

* Vol. 2, p. 640. t Isa. liii. 1. ; % Isa. vi, 10- 
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synagogue : (43) For they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God. 

Ver. 37 — 41. They had long shut their own 
eyes, and hardened their own hearts ; and so 
God would give up many of them to that judicial 
blindness, wliich would render their conversion 
and sahation impossible. The prophecy was 
not the motive^ or the catise of their wickedness ; 
but it was the declaration of the purpose of 
God, which could not bo defeated : as there- 
fore this prophecy stood in Scripture against 
them, and others of like character who hated 
the truth from love of sin, the event became 
certain; in which sense it is said, that "they 
could not believe." Numbers indeed Avere 
given up to judicial bUiidness ; yet others in 
the multitude wore not : and the preceding 
exhortations and warnings would eventually 
be useful to many of these, as well' as manifest 
the desperate enmity of the others. In fact, a 
large " remnant according to the election of 
grace," were afterwards converted, while the 
bulk of the nation was left to bo blinded and 
hardened. The imfailing certainty of predicted 
events must arise not only from the infallible 
foreknowledge of God, but also from His fixed 
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decree ; unless it can be thought that He 
foreknows things over which He has no power, 
and which He cannot possibly alter ! But if 
thousands and ten thousands more of the Jews, 
rulers and priests among the number, had 
<3mbraced the Gospel, these prophecies would 
nevertheless have been accomplished in all the 
unbelieving part of the nation : as the predic- 
tion and promise of God concerning Abraham's 
seed inheriting Canaan were fulfilled ; though 
the generation which came first out of Egypt 
perished in the wilderness through their 
unbelief. So that no hindrance to any man's 
complying with our Lord's exhortations arose 
from the prophecy or purpose of God ; which 
related only to those who obstinate^ refused 
to comply with them. — Rev. T. Scott 

Ver. 39, 40. It is said to us : If they could 
Qiot believe, what sin is it for a man not to do 
what he cannot do ? but if by not believing 
they sinned, then they could believe, and did 
it not : if then they could, how saith the 
Gospel, Therefore they could not believe, because 
that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their 
eyes, and hardened their heart: thereby (which 
is a more serious matter) making God the 
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cause of their not believing, seeing that He 
hath Himself blinded tlieir eyes and hardened 
timr heart ? For it is not of the devil that this 
is said, (which even so were a serious matter) 
but of God, as the prophetical Scripture itself 
witnesseth. For suppose it ever to be said of 
the devil ; that lie hath blinded their eyes^ and 
hardened their heart ; still we must take pains 
to be able to shew that their not believing was 
their fault, when it is said of them, They could 
not believe. Besides, what shall we say to 
another testimony of the same prophet, which 
the Apostle Paul hath alleged, saying,* Israel 
hath not obtained that which he seekethfor ; but 
the election hath obtained ity and the rest were 
blinded^ [according as it is written^ God Jmth given 
them the spirit of compunction^^ eyes tliat they 
slwuld not secj and ears that they should not hear^} 
unto this day. 

Ye have heard, brethren, the question pro- 
pounded ; truly ye see how deep it is : how- 
beit, we answer as we may — They could not 
believe^ because Isaiah the prophet foretold this : 

* Bom. xi. 7, 8. 

t See note by Editor of the Library of the Fathers, 
p. 702. 
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but the prophet foretold this because God 
foreknew that this would be. But if I be 
asked why they could not, I answer at a word, 
Because they would not ; for, that their will 
was elvil God foresaw and by the prophet fore- 
told, even He from whom things future cannot 
be hid. But, sayest thou, the prophet mentions 
a diflferent cause — ^not their will. What cause 
does the prophet mention ? That God hath 
given them the spirit of compunction ; eyes that 
they should not see^ and ears that tliey should not 
hear ; and hath blinded their eyes and hardened 
their heart. I reply, that their will merited 
this also. For thus doth God blind men, thus 
harden ; by forsaking, by not helping : which 
thing He doth by a judgment which may be 
secret, but unjust cannot be. This, from first 
to last, the piety of religious men is bound to 
hold unshaken and inviolate ; even as the 
Apostle, while handling this self-same most 
difficult question, saith* — ''What shall we say 
then ? Is there unrighteousness with God ? That 
he far! '^^ If, then, that be far from us to think 
that there should be imrighteousness with God, 
then, whether He helpeth, He doth it in mercy, 

* Bom. ix. 14. 
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or whether He helpeth not, He doth it in 
righteousness : because He doth all things not 
unadvisedly, but in judgment. Moreover, if 
the judgments of the saints are just, how much. 
more the judgments of God, who maketh them 
saints and just. Just therefore they are, but 
secret. Therefore, when questions of this sort 
come before us — ^why one man thus, another 
thus: why the one man is blinded by God's 
abandoning him, the other enlightened by God's 
aiding him: let us not take upon us to sit in 
judgment upon the judgment of so great a 
Judge, but let us, trembling with awe, exclaim 
with the Apostle — "0 tlie depth of the f*iche8 
both of tlie wisdom and knowledge of God ! How 
unsearchahle are His judgments^ and His ways 
past finding outV^ — St. Augustine. 

St. John x\ii. 1—12, 20—26. These words 
spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, 
and said. Father, the hour is come; glorify 
Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee : 
(2) As Thou hast given Him power over all 
tlesh, tliat He should give eternal life to as 
many as Thou hast given Him. (3) And this 
is life eternal, that they might know Thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou 
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hast sent. (4) I have glorified Thee on the 
earth : I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest mo to do. (5) And now, Father, 
glorify Thou me with Thine own self with the 
glory which I had with Thee before the world 
was. (6) I have manifested Thy name unto 
the men which Thou gavest me out of the 
world: Thine they were, and Thou gavest 
them me; and they have kept Thy word. 

(7) Now they have known that all things 
whatsoever Thou hast given me are of Thee. 

(8) For I have given unto them the words 
which Thou gavest me ; and they have received 
them^ and have known surely that I came out 
from Thee, and they have believed that Thou 
didst send me. (9) I pray for them : I pray 
not for the world, but for them which Thou 
hast given me ; for they are Thine. (10) And 
all mine are Thine, and Thine are mine ; and 
I am glorified in them. (11) And now I am 
no more in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep 
through Thine own name those whom Thou 
hast given me, that they may be one, as we 
are. (12) While I was with them in the 
world, I kept them in Thy name : those that 
Thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them 
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is lost, but the son of perdition ; that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 

(20) Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through 
their word ; (21) That they all may be one ; 
as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that 
they dso may be one in us : that the world 
may believe that Thou hast sent me. (22) And 
the glory which Thou gavest me I have given 
them ; that they may be one, even as we are 
one : (23) I in them, and Thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one ; and that 
the world may know that Thou hast sent me, 
and hast loved them as Thou hast loved me. 
(24) Father, I will that they also, whom Thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am ; that 
they may behold my glory, which Thou hast 
given me: for Thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. (25) righteous 
Father, the world hath not known Thee : but 
I have known Thee, and these have known 
that Thou hast sent me. (26) And I have 
declared unto them Thy name, and will declare 
it : that the love wherewith Thou hast loved 
me may be in them, and I in them. 

Vers. 11, 20, 21. No man's condition so 
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sure as ours : the prayer of Christ is more than 
sufficient both to strengthen us, be we never so 
weak ; and to overthrow all adversary power, 
be it never so strong and potent. His prayer 
must not exclude our labour : their thoughts 
are vain, who think that their watching can 
preserve the city, which God Himself is not 
willing to keep. And are not theirs as vain, 
who think that God will keep the city, for 
which they themselves are not' careful to watch? 
The husbandman may not therefore bum his 
plough, nor the merchant forsake his trade, 
because God hath promised, / will not forsaJce 
thee. And do the promises of God concerning 
our stability, think you, make it a matter in- 
different for us, to use or not to use the means 
whereby to attend or not to attend to reading? 
to pray, or not to pray that we fall not into 
temptations? Surely, if we look to stand in 
the faith of the sons of God, we must hourly, 
continually be providing and setting ourselves 
to strive. It was not the meaning of our Lord 
and Sa^dour in saying. Father^ keep them in Thy 
Name^ that we should be careless to keep our- 
selves. To our own safety, our own sedulity is 
required. And then blessed for ever and ever 
be that mother's child, whose faith hath made 
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him the child of God. The earth may shake, 
the pillars of the world may trcrable under us, 
the countenance of the heaven may be appalled, 
the sun may lose his light, the moon her beauty, 
the stars their glory ; but concerning the man 
that trusted in God, if the fire have proclaimed 
itself unable as much as to singe a hair of his 
head ; if lions, beasts ravenous by nature, and 
keen with hunger, being set to devour, have as 
it were religiously adored the very flesh of the 
faithful man ; what is there in the world that 
shall change his heart, overthrow his faith, alter 
his affection towards God, or the affection of 
God to him ? If I be of this note, who shall 
make a separation between me and my God ? 
shall tribulation^ or anguish^ or persecution^ or 
famine^ or peril ^ or sword ? No ! 1 am pei*- 
steaded that neither tribulation, nor anguish, nor 
persecution, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, 
nor sword, nor death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
otlier creature, shall ever prevail so far over me. 
/ Jcnoiv in tvliom I have believed; \\ am not 
ignorant whose precious blood hath been shed 
for me ; I have a shepherd full of kindness, full 
of care, and full of power ; unto Him I commit 
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myself; His own finger hath engraven this 
sentence in the tables of my heart, Satan hath 
desired to winnow thee as wheat^ but I have 
prayed that thy faith fail not : therefore the 
assurance of my hope I will labour to keep, as 
a Jewell, unto the end ; and by labour, through 
the gracious mediation of His prayer, I ?*liaU 
keep it.* — Hooker. 

Ver. 23. In the Son, the Father loveth uSy 
because in Him He chose us before the foundation 
of the world. For He that loveth the only- 
begotten, doubtless loveth also His members 
which he hath adopted into Him through Him. 
.... For, loving the Son, he could not but 
love the members of the Son ; nor can there be 
any other reason for lo^-ing His members, than 
that He loveth Him. Howbeit He loveth the 
Son as touching His Godhead, because He 
begat Him equal to Himself ; loveth Him also 
as man, because the same only-begotten Wo7*d 
tvas made fleshy and for the Word's sake the 
flesh of the Word is dear to Him ; but loveth 
us, because we ai'e the members of Him whom 

* Sermon on "The Certainty and Perpetuity of 
Faith in the Elect." 
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He loveth ; and that we might be this, for this 
He loved us before we were. Wherefore 
incomprehensible is the love wherewith God 
loveth, neither changeable. For He did not 
begin to love ns then first when we were 
reconciled to Him by the blood of His Son ; 
not so, but before the foundation of the world 
He loved us, that together with His only- 
begotten we also should be His sons, before we 
were anything at all. — St Augustim. 

Vers. 24 — 26. Great is the hope to which 
the Lord Jesus raiseth up His people, a hope 
than which there can be none greater. Hear 
ye, and be joyful in hope^ because this life is 
not to be loved, but to be endured, that so ye 
may be patient in tribulation. Hear, I say, and 
mark to what our hope is lifted up. Christ 
Jesus saith, — the only-begotten Son of God, 
co-eternal and equal with the Father, saith ; — 
He who for our sakes was made man, but not 
made like every man a liar, saith ; — ^the Way, 
the Life, the Truth, saith ; — ^He that overcame 
the world. He, concerning them for whom He 
hath overcome, saith; — ^heai*, believe, hope, 
desire, that which He saith : — Father^ I will 
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that tliey also^ whom Thou hast given me^ be with 
me where I am. Who are these that He saith 
were given Him by the Father ? Are they not 
those of whom in another place He saith, No 
man cometh unto me^ except the Father which 
sent me draw him ? How the things of which 
He saith that they are done by the Father, He 
doeth also Himself with the Father, we know 
by this time, if we have at all profited in this 
Gospel. These, then, whom He received firom 
the Father are the same whom He Himself 
also chose from the world, and chose that they 
should be no more of the world, even as He is 
not of the world ; that they should neverthe- 
less themselves be a world — ^believing and 
knowing that Christ was sent of God the 
Father, that so there should be a world de- 
livered out of the world, that the world to be 
reconciled to God should not be condemned 
with the world which is utterly at enmity. 
For so He saith in the opening of this prayer : 
Thou hast given Him power over all flesh; i,e.^ 
over every man ; that He may give eternal life 
to all that Thou hast given Him. Consequently 
those were not given to Him, to whom He 
shall not give eternal life ; although power 
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ovf»r them also is given Him to whom is given 
powcT over all flesh, i>., over every man. So 
shall the world reconciled be delivered out of 
th<^ world at enmity, when over that He putteth 
forth His power to cast it into eternal death : 
but maketh this His own to give it eternal life. 
Wherefore to all His sheep, without exception, 
hath the good Shepherd, to all His members 
Lith the great Head, promised this reward, that 
where He is we also shall be with Him : nor 
(^an that but be done which the Almighty Son 
hath told the Almighty Father that He willeth 
to be done. 

righteous Father^ saith He, the tooi^ld hath 
not knoivn Thee. Because Thou art righteous, 
therefore hath not known Thee. For that 
world predestinated to condemnation deservedly 
hath not known : but the world which by 
Chnst He hath reconciled to Himself hath 
known, not deservedly, but of grace. For 
Avhat is it to know Him but life eternal ? which 
assuredly to the condemned world He hath not 
given, to the reconciled world hath given. 
Therefore the reason why the tvm^ld hath not 
known Thee is, because Thou art righteous, and 
hast alloted to its deserts, that it should not 
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know Thee. And the reason why the recon- 
ciled world hath known Thee is, because Thou 
art merciful, and, not for its deserts but of 
grace, didst come, to its help that it should 
know Thee. — St Av^ustine. 
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

Acts xviii. 9, 10. Then spake the Lord to 
Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, 
but speak, and hold not thy peace : (10) For I 
am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee : for I have much people in this city. 

The Apostle at this time seems to have been 
greatly discouraged in respect of his ministry, 
by the virulent enmity of the Jews, and the 
dissolute character of the Gentiles; and 
especially by a consciousness of his own 
inefficiency and manifold infirmities. The 
Lord Jesus therefore condescended to appear 
to him in vision, to obviate his fears, to 
embolden him in his labours, to assure him of 
His protecting presence, and to inform him 
that He had " much people in that city." In 
this He evidently spake of those who were His 
by election, the gift of the Father, and the 
purchase of His atonement, though at that 
time in an unconverted state ; and what sort 
of persons these at Corinth then were, the 
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Apostle has in another place informed us.* 
• . . . Were such person as the idolatrous 
licentious Corinthians disposed of themselves, 
independently of divine grace '* preventing '^ 
them, to embrace the humbling pure Gospel of 
Christ, and to change their jovial and sensual 
rites, for the spiritual worship of the heart- 
searching God ? — Rev. T. Scott. 

Ye have heard, my brethren, the height of 
the question. I say then : The Lord hioweth 
them that are His, knoweth the foreknown, 
knoweth the predestinate : for of Him it is 
said, For whom He did foreknow^ He also did 
predestinate to he conformed to the image of His 
Son-j tliat He might he the first-horn among many 
brethren : moreover whom He did predestinate ^ 
them He also called ; and whom He called^ thetn 
He also justified: and whom He justified^ tliem 
He also glorified. If God he for us^ who can be 
against us ? Add yet : He that spared not His 
own Son^ hut delivered Him up for us all^ how 
hath He not with Him also freely given'\ us all 
things? Yea, but whom does He mean by 

* 1 Cor. vi. 9—11. 
t Donavitf Vet. Lat. etc., Vulg. 
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ns ? The foreknown, predestinate, justified, 
glorified : of whom it follows, Who shall lay 
anything io the charge of Godh elect? The 
Lord^ then, knoweth them that are His: these 
are the sheep. Sometimes they do not know 
themselves : but the shepherd knows them, in 
respect of this predestination, in respect of this 
foreknowledge of God, in respect of the election 
of the sheep before the foundation of the world : 
for this too saith the Apostle, As He hath chosen 
t(S in Him before the foundation of the tvorld. 
In respect, then, of this foreknowledge and 
predestination of God, how many sheep there 
are without, how many wolves within ! and, 
how many sheep within, and how many wolves 
without ! What is this that I have said. How 
many sheep without ! How many are now 
wantoning who shall one day be chaste ! how 
many blaspheming Christ, that shall believe 
in Christ! how many drinking themselves 
drunken, that shall be sober! how many 
plundering other men's goods, who shall give 
away their own ! but at present they hear the 
voice of a stranger, they follow strangers. 
Again, how many that are within do now 
praise, who shall one day blaspheme; are 
chaste, that will commit fornication; sober. 
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that will hereafter bury themselves in wine ; 
stand, that shall fall! They are not sheep. 
(For we speak of the predestinate ; we speak 
of these whom the Lord knoweth, who are 
His.) And yet even they, so long as they are 
in their right mind, hear the voice of Christ. 
Lo, these hear, and those do not hear; and 
yet in respect of predestination, these are not 
sheep, those are. — St Augmtine* 

♦ Homily 45, sec. 12, vol. '2, pp. 608-9. 
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EOMAlfS. 

BoMANS viii. 28 — 30. And we know that 
all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according 
to His purpose. (29) For whom He did fore- 
know, He also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
first-bom among many brethi'en. (30) More- 
over whom He did predestinate, them He also 
called : and whom He called, them He also 
justified : and whom He justified, them He 
also glorified. 

Article XVII. Of Predestination and JElection. 
Predestination to life is the everlasting pur- 
pose of God, whereby (before the foundations 
of the world were laid) He hath constantly 
decreed by His coimscl secret to us, to deliver 
from curse and damnation those whom He 
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, 
as vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they 
which be endued with so excellent a benefit 
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of God be called according to God's purpose 
by His Spirit working in due season: they 
through grace obey the calling : they be 
justified freely : they be made sons of God by 
adoption : they be made like the image of His 
only-begotten Son Jesus Christ : they walk 
reUgiously in good works, and at length, by 
God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity. 
As the godly consideration of predestination, 
and our election in Christ, is full of sweet, 
pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly per- 
sons, and such as feel in themselves the work- 
ing of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works 
of the flesh, and their earthly members, and 
drawing up their mind to high and heavenly 
things, as well because it doth greatly establish 
and confirm their faith of eternal salvation 
to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it 
doth fervently kindle their love towards God : 
so, for curious and carnal persons, lacking the 
Spirit of Christ, to have continually before 
their eyes the sentence of God's predestination, 
is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the 
devil doth thrust them either into desperation, 
or into wretchlessness of most unclean living, 
no less perilous than desperation. — Book of 
Common Prayer. 
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Vers. 28 — 30. The sins, indeed, even of true 
believers are not always over-ruled for their 
increase of present grace, or of future glory ; 
in this respect they may " suffer loss, and are 
saved as by fire ; " * yet the whole concurs, as 
one complex plan, to prepare them for the in- 
heritance intended for them ; and many of their 
own mistakes and miscarriages, being deeply 
repented of^ work together eminently for their 
humiliation, and the increase of their grateful 
love. As far as they act in character^ and live 
in the habitual exercise of "love to God," all 
things concur in augmenting their final recom- 
pense. When they act out of character^ correc- 
tions, and perhaps terrors, will be employed to 
bring them back again ; and if a man allow 
himself in sin, expecting to derive good from 
it, ho "does evil that -good may come," he 
" sins on, that grace may abound," he bears 
the broad mark of a hypocrite, and " his dam- 
nation will be just." So that we need not in- 
validate this animating assurance, to guard it 
from the perversion of wicked men, as some 
have done, to the great discouragement of 
humble Christians ; who fear nothing so much 

* 1 Cor. iii. 10—15. 
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by far, even in their sharpest afflictions, as 
their own lamented propensity to sin. The 
persons intended once did not "love God;" 
but they had been " called " into a state of 
reconciliation and love to Hini, '^according to 
His purpose " and choice of them, which He 
will never suffer to be frustrated. Having in 
His infinite but incomprehensible wisdom and 
righteousness, permitted the fall and apostasy ; 
He looked upon the whole human species as de- 
serving of destruction^ and meet for it ; yet, 
purposing to provide and reveal a gracious sal- 
vation to them, for the glory of His name. He 
knew that they would as certainly reject His 
salvation, as they would break His holy law. 
For reasons therefore not revealed to us. He 
determined to leave some deservedly to perish in 
obstinate enmity; and graciously to recover 
others by regeneration and efficacious grace. 
These " He foreknew," not merely in respect 
of external privileges, or as a part of favoured 
nations, but as individually chosen to eternal 
life : for in consequence of this foreknowledge, 
"He predestinated," or before decreed them "to 
be conformed to the image of His Son." .... 
As this was the " determined purpose and 
foreknowledge of God" respecting them; so 
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all the intermediate steps were equally pre- 
determined. — Rev. T. Scott. 

Vers. 29, 30. The Apostle now goes 
backward from Kx^irorf, to explain Juno this 
CALLING came about It sprang fix)m God's 
foreknowledge^ co-ordinate with IS^ fore-deter- 
mination of certain persons (to be) conformed 
to the image of His Son, that Christ might be 
exalted as the Head of the great Family of 
God. These persons thus foreknown and 
predetermined. He, in the course of His 
providences actually, but in His eternal decree 
implicitly, called, bringing them through 
justification to glory ; — and all this is spoken 
of as past^ because to Him who sees the end 
from the beginning^ — pasty present^ and future^ 

ABB NOT, but ALL IS ACCOMPLISHED WHEN 

DETERMINED The image of Christ here 

spoken of is not His moral purity, nor His 
sufferings, but as in 1 Cor. xv. 49, that entire 
form of glorification in body and sancUfication in 
spirit, of which Christ is perfect pattern, and 
all His people shall be partakers. To accom- 
plish this transformation in us is the end, ots 
regards us, of our election by God ; not merely 
to rescue us from wrath, (ver. 30,) but whom He 
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fore-ardained^ those He ako called ; in making 
the decree He left it not barren, but provided 
for those circumstances, all at His disposal, by 
which such decree should be made effectual in 
them. — Dean Alford. 

Ver. 29. " For whom he did foreknow, He 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of His Son." And therefore no man 
can have any ground at all to believe or hope 
himself to be elected or chosen to eternal 
salvation, that is not holy in all maimer of 
conversation; God Himself hath told us 
expressly, that without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord.^ So that having God's own word 
for it, we may positively and confidently assert, 
that no man in the world can upon any just 
grounds be reputed as chosen by God, that 
doth not in all things, to the utmost of his 
power, conform himself and adjust his actions 
to the laws and cotnmands of God. So that 
how many soever are called, how many soever 
come into the outward profession of the Chris- 
tian religion, yet none of them can be said to 

* Heb. xii. 14. 
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be chosen but such as are. real and true saints. 
— Bishop BeveridgeJ^ 

Eomans viii. 31 — 39. What shall we then 
say to these things ? If God be for us, who 
can be against us ? (32) He that spared not ESs 
own Sou, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us aU 
things ? (33) Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect ? It is GFod that justi* 
fieth. (34) Who is he that condemneth ? It 
is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even .it the right hand of Gtodj 
who also maketh intercession for us. (35) Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shidl tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? (36) 
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all 
the day long ; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. (37) Jfay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us. (38) For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, (39) Xor height, nor depth, nor 

* " Thoughts upon our Call and Election." 
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any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Ver. 35. Having shewn that God's great 
love to us is such that none can accuse nor 
harm us, the Apostle now a^^^rfe the permanence 
of that love under all adverse circumstances — 
that none such can affect it, — ^nay more, that 
it is by that love that we are enabled to obtain 
the victory of all such adversaries. And 
finally he expresses his persuasion that no 
created thing shall ever separate us from that 
lov6, i.e. shall never be able to pluck us out of 
the Father's hand. — Dean Alford. 

I warn you, all my well-beloved kinsfolk 
and countrymen, that ye be not amazed or 
astonied at the kind of my departure or disso- 
lution : for I ensure you I think it the most 
honour that ever I was called unto in all in 
life; and therefore I thank my Lord God 
heartily for it, that it hath pleased Him to call 
me of His great mercy unto this high honour, 
to suffer death willingly for His sake and in 
His cause, unto thevhich honour He called 
the holy prophets, and His dearly beloved 
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Apostles, and His blessed, chosen martyrs. 
For know ye that I doubt no more, but that 
the causes wherefore I am put to death are 
God's causes, and the causes of the truth, than 
I doubt that the Gospel which John wrote is 
the Gospel of Christ, or that Paul's Epistles are 
the very word of God. And to have a heart 
willing to abide and stand in God's cause, and 
in Christ's quarrel even unto death, I ensure 
thee (0 man) it is an inestimable and an 
honourable gift of God, given only to the true 
elects and dearly beloved children of GxkI, 
^' and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven." 
For the holy Apostle and also martyr in 
Christ's cause, St. Peter, saith,* " If ye suffer 
rebuke in the name of Christ, that is, in 
Christ's cause, and for His truth's sake, then 
are ye happy and blessed, for the glory of the 
Spirit of God resteth upon you." If for re- 
buke's sake, suffered in Christ's name, a man is 
pronoimced by the mouth of that holy Apostle 
blessed and happy, how much more happy and 
blessed is he that hath the grace to suffer death 
also ! Wherefore all ye that be my true lovers 
and friends, rejoice and rejoice with me again, 

* 1 Peter iv. 14. 
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and render with me hearty thanks to God 
our heavenly Father, that for His Son's sake, 
my Saviour and Eedeemer Christ, He hath 
vouchsafed to call me, being else without His 
gracious goodness in myself but a sinful and a 
vile wretch, to call me (I say) unto this high 
dignity of His true prophets, of His faithftd 
Apostles, of His holy, elect, and chosen 
martyrs ; that is to die, and to spend this 
temporal life in the defence of His eternal and 
everlasting truth, f Bishop Ridley. J* Fare- 
well, dear brethren, farewell ! and let us com- 
fort our hearts in all troubles, and in death, 
with the word of God : for heaven and earth 
shall perish, but the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever. 

* Letter 32. " A letter which he wrote as his last 
Farewell, To all his trite and faithful friends in God, 
a little before he suflfered." 

** These Farewells appear to have been written 
between the first day of October, 1555, when he was 
condemned at Oxford by the Bishops of Lincoln, 
Gloucester, and Bristol, and the sixteenth of the same 
month, when he was burned. It was during this 
interval that Lord Dacre offered ten thousand pounds 
to the Queen if she would spare Ridley's life, which 
was refused." — Note hy Editor of Parker Society's 
Editioii. 
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Farewell, Christ's deariy beloved spouse, 
here wandering in this worid, as in a strange 
land, far from thine own country, and com- 
passed about on every hand with deadly 
enemies, which cease not to assault thee, ever 
seeking thy destruction. 

Farew(5ll, farewell, ye the whole and 
universal congregation of the chosen of God, 
hero living upon earth, the true Church 
militant of Christ, the true mystical body of 
Christ, the very household and family of Gk)d, 
and the sacred temple of the Holy Ghost! 
Farewell. 

Farewell, thou little flock of the high 
heavenly pastor Christ ! for to thee it hath 
pleased the heavenly Father to give an ever- 
lasting and eternal kingdom. Farewell. 

Farewell, thou spiritual house of God, thou 
holy and royal priesthood, thou chosen gene- 
ration, thou holy nation, thou won* spouse ! 
Farewell, farewell. — N. K. — Bishop Ridley. "^ 

* Purchased. 

f Letter 33. " Another Farewell, to the Prisoners 
in Christ's Gospers cause, and to all them which for 
the same cause are exiled and banished out from their 
own country, choosing rather to leave all earthly 
commodity, than their master Christ.'' 
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Bomans ix. 6 — 24. Not as though the 
word of God had taken none effect. For they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel: (7) 
Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, 
are they all children : but, in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called. (8) That is, They which are 
the children of the flesh, these are not the 
children of God : but the children of the pro- 
mise are counted for the seed. (9) For this 
is the word of promise, At this time will I 
come, and Sarah shall have a son. (10) And 
not only this ; but when Bebecca also had 
conceived by one, even by our father Isaac ; 

(11) (For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth ;) 

(12) It was said unto her. The elder shall serve 
the younger. (13) As it is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated. (14) 
What shall we say then ? Is there unrighte- 
ousness with God? God forbid. (15) For 
he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I will have compassion. (16) So 
then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

p 
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(17) For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee 
up, that I might shew my power in thee, and 
that my Name might be declared throughout 
all the earth. (18) Therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will liave mercy ^ and whom he will 
he hardencth. (19) Thou wilt say then unto 
me, Why doth he yet find fault ? For who 
hath resisted his wiU? (20) Nay but, O 
man, who art thou that repliest against God ? 
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed 
it^ Why hast thou made me thus? (21) 
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour? (22) What if 
God, willing to shew His wrath, and to make 
His power known, endured with much long- 
suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion: (23) And that He might make known 
the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which He had afore prepared unto glory, (24) 
Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews 
only, but also of the Gentiles ? 

Vers. 6 — 9. Though the Jews had generally 
rejected the Gospel, and were as a nation 
excluded from the kingdom of the Messiah ; 
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it must not be supposed that His word had 
failed of accomplishment. Their national 
covenant had been fulfilled to them till it was 
finally forfeited, the promises respecting the 
Messiah had been performed ; and the spiri- 
tual covenant and promises did not belong to 
them, as a nation, but only to such of them as 
l)elieved, in common with other believers : for 
all were not the true Israel of God, who were 
naturally descended from Jacob. Indeed this 
had been intimated in the case of Abraham and 
his seed : for the covenant made with him, in 
favour of his children, did not include all 
his posterity ; but was limited to the line of 
Isaac, when the Lord said to him, '' In Isaac 
shall thy seed be called." So that all his 
children, in the ordinary course of things, were 
not adopted, as the children of God, even in a 
typical sense ; but those only, who sprang from 
him according to the promise, and by the 
extraordinary power of God performing it, 
when Sarah was naturally past child-bearing. 
The Apostle evidently speaks of a true Israel, 
among the descendants of Israel ; a remnant, 
as distinguished from the nation at large ; and 
he introduces the case of Abraham and his two 
sons, and afterwards that of Esau and Jacob, 



68 ROMANS. 

not as examples J but as illustrations^ of his main 
subject. — Rev. T. Scott. 

Yer. 11 is decisive against the Felagianism 
of the Komanists, who by making our faith as 
foreseen by God the cause of our election^ 
affirm it to be l% %pym,* — Dean Alford. 

Vers. 10 — 14. Doubtless God foresaw that 
Esau's works would be profane and evil ; and 
Jacob's in a measure pious and holy : but the 
good works of Jacob could only bo foreseen, as 
the effect of his election and consequent regene- 
ration ; and thus foreseen as the effect^ they 
could not be the cause of these blessings. God 
foresaw both Esau and Jacob as " bom in sin, 
and by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others ;" and He knew that, if left to them- 
selves, they would contiuue in sin through 
life ; but (for wise and holy reasons known to 
Himself, but not revealed to us,) He purposed 
to change Jacob's heart, and to leave Esau to 
his native perverseness ; because He freely 
loved Jacob, but did not iu the same manner 
love Esau. Wickedness foreseen is doubtless 

* ''Ofmrksr 
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the cause of the Lord's purpose to condemn ; 
because it is of a man's self by nature, and 
God condemns none, who do not justly deserve 
it : but holiness foreseen in a fallen creature, 
cannot be the cause of his election ; because it 
is the effect of new creating gra(je, and never 
comes from any other source. — Rev. T. Scott. 

Ver. 16. I must protest against all en- 
deavours to make it appear, that no inference 
lies from this passage as to the salvation of 
individuals. It is most true that the immediate 
subject is the national rejection of the Jews ; but 
we must consent to hold our reason in abey- 
ance, if we do not recognise the inference, that 
the sovereign power and free election here 
proved to belong to God extend to every 
exercise of His mercy — ^whether temporal or 
spiritual — ^whether in providence or in grace — 
whether national or individual. It is in parts 
of Scripture like this, that we must be especi- 
ally careful not to fall short of what is written : 
not to allow of any compromise of the plain 
and awful words of God's Spirit, for the sake 
of a caution which He Himself does not teach 
us. — Dean Alford. 
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Yers. 10 — 16. If then God loved Jacob, and 
hated Esau, (or shewed him less favour than 
Jacob,) without any reference to their works, 
as comparatively good or bad, then the grand 
principle is established, that God does sheur 
more favour to one man than to another, inde- 
pendently of their righteousness or unrighte- 
ousness. And, " is there imrighteousness 
with God ?'^ could any injustice be objected to 
Him ? By no means : He did Esau no wrong 
in leaving him to his own choice ; and he, and 
his posterity, received more favours than they 
deserved : nor did the unmerited love of Gt)d 
to Jacob and his posterity in any means injure 

Esau The election of nations to special 

privileges and religious advantages not vouch- 
safed to other nations, which some expositors 
suppose to be here meant, (contrary to the 
whole tenor of the context,) is liable to all the 
same objections^ as personal election ; and can 
only be vindicated in the same way. AU 
nations might justli/ be left without them : and 
when some are mercifully favoured with them, 
"that the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works but of him that 
calleth ;" no wrong is done to others. — Rev. T\ 
Scott. 
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Ver. 18. Whatever difficulty there lies in 
this assertion, that God hardeneth whom He 
will, lies also in the daily course of His provi* 
dence^ in which we see this hardening process 
going on in the case of the prosperous ungodly 
man. The fact is patent whether declared in 
revelation or read in history : but to the solu- 
tion of it, and its reconciliation with the equally 
certain fact of human responsibility, we shall 
never attain in this imperfect state, however 
we may strive to do so by subtle refinements 
and distinctions. — Dean Alford. 

Komans xi. 1 — 8. I say then, Hath God 
cast away His people? God forbid. For I 
also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. (2) God hath not 
cast away His people which He foreknew. Wot 
ye not what the' Scripture saith of Elias ? how 
he maketh intercession to God against Israel, 
saying, (3) Lord, they have killed Thy pro- 
phets, and digged down thine altars ; and I 
am left alone, and they seek my life. (4) But 
what saith the answer of God unto him ? I 
have reserved to myself seven thousand men, 
who have not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal. (5) Even so then at this present time 
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also there is a remnant according to the election 
of grace. (6) And if by grace, then w it no more 
of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then is it no more grace : 
otherwise work is no more work. (7) What 
then ? Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for ; but the election hath obtained it, 
and the rest were blinded (8) (According as it 
is written, God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and 
ears that they should not hear;) unto this 
day. 

Vers. 1 — 6. The Apostle here supposes, that 
in consequence of what he had stated, it would 
be enquired, whether God had utterly " cast 
away " His chosen people, Israel ; and so failed 
of performing His promises to their fathers. 
This consequence, as deduced from his doc- 
trine, he decidedly disavowed But as 

Jehovah had "reserved to Himself '^ (by His 
special influence and agency,) a considen^ble 
remnant in the days of Elijah, when the 
prophet was ready to conclude that " he alone 
was left " to serve Him, and used such words 
in prayer, as might be considered as " inter- 
ceding against Israel ;" so there was a remnant 
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reserved of many ten thousand Jews, yea, a far 
greater proportion than was generally supposed, 
at that very period, when the nation was cast 
off from being the people of God. This 
remnant was reserved according to '^ the 
election of grace:" not because they were less 
undeserving of such favour than others : but 
because God was pleased to have mercy on 
them, for reasons which He had not seen good 
to reveal: otherwise they too would have 
perished in unbelief. If then this election was 
" of grace" it could not be "of works," either 
performed or foreseen; as this would imply 
that something naturally in the objects chosen 
determined the Lord's preference, and that it 
did not originate from His grace or unmerited 
mercy. For if, in any sense or degree, "it 
were of works," it would in part at least be of 
debt, and not of entire free favour ; otherwise 
" work," as it stands related to election and 
justification, would lose its very nature. For 
an entire free favour must be absolutely dis- 
tinct from a reward, conferred in consequence 
of some work performed : as the price of one 
farthing, paid for what is worth a thousand 
pounds, must in exact propriety of speech, 
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essentially distinguish it from an entirely free 
gi£t.—Bet\ T. Scott. 

Ver. 6. These cautions of the Apostle are 
decisive against all attempts at compromise 
between the two great antagonist hypotheses, 
of salvation by God's free grace, and salvation 
by man's meritorious works. The two cannot 
he combined without destroying the plain 
meaning of words. — Dean Alford. 

Vers. 7, 8. "What then was the precise state 
of the Jewish nation ? In general they had 
not obtained that "justification unto life,'' 
which they sought for ; because they clave to 
their own devices, and rejected the Gospel of 
God: but "the election "or the chosen rem- 
nant among them, had obtained it, while " the 
rest were blinded :" so that the rejection of the 
latter was the punishment of their sins ; but 
the calling of the former was neither the con- 
sequence, nor the reward, of their own works. 
"The election," here mentioned, as distinct 
from Israel, God's chosen people, (that is, an 
election within an election,) clearly marks the 
difference between an election of a people to 
special external privileges^ and a pa^sonal choice 
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of individuals to eternal life : and it refutes 
unanswerably the reasonings of those, who 
would confine all these Scriptures to the former 
kind of election, and exclude the latter. — Rev. 
T. Scott 
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ST. PAUL'S FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 

CORINTHIANS. 

1 Cor. i. 1—3, 26—29. Paul, called to he 
an Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of 
God, and Sosthenes our brother, (2) Unto 
the Church of God which is at Corinth, to 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to he saints, with all that in every place call 
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
their's and cur's : (3) Grace he unto you^ and 
peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (26) For ye see your 
calling, brethren, how that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: (27) But Qt)d hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise; and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confoimd the 
things which are mighty ; (28) And base 
things of the world, and things which are de- 
spised, hath God chosen, yea^ and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are : 
(29) That no flesh should glory in His presence. 
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Lot not any be cast down on account of any- 
peculiar incapacity or difficulty in their case. 
If none but the wise and the learned, the rich, 
and those who are esteemed well-behaved and 
virtuous could be saved, or if these stood in a 
fairer way for it than others, the greatest part 
of mankind might give up hope, and sit down 
in despair at once. But the case is exactly 
the reverse. It is true, the persons I am 
speaking of are not the worse for these dis- 
tinctions, whenever they are sensible how vain 
and insufficient they are, and betake them- 
selves as poor, helpless, miserable, blind, and 
naked, to flee for refuge to the mercy of God 
in Christ. But alas! their supposed qualifi- 
cations too often harden them to reject the 
counsel of God against themselves. They 
think themselves whole, and therefore see not 
the necessity or value of the Physician. You 
who are sensible you have nothing of your own 
to trust to, take encouragement, the Lord has 
suited His gospel to your circumstances. — Rev. 

John Newton.^ 

* Sermon 5. 
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ST. PAXIL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 

CORINTHIANS. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5, 6. Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the fiiith ; prove your own 
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how 
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates? (6) But I trust that ye shall know 
that we are not reprobates. 

You want to prove Christ speaking in me ; 
— ^if you necessitate this proof, it will be given. 
But I will tell you whom ' rather to prom. 
Prove yourselves ; there let your attention be 

concentrated, if you will apply tests 

aSoxiiLcoj, 'not abiding the proof,' — ^worthless, 
i.e. in this case, * mere pretended Christians.' 
— Dean Alford. 

It does not appear that either the original 
word,* or our English word — '* reprobates '^ is 
ever in Scripture used as the opposite to 
"elect,'' or indeed with direct reference to 
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election ; and as to reprobation^ it is, I appre- 
hend, a scriptural idea, (for those who are not 
" chosen," must be rejected, or passed by,) 
but not a scriptural word in any sense. — Bjev. 
T. Scott. 

The warnings and exhortations which many 
object to this doctrine, as if nugatory on the 
supposition that it is true, are of diflterent 
sorts. Some are suited to stir up professed 
Christians, to examine whether they have the 
true faith or not. This may be distinguished 
from a dead faith, not only by its other finiits ; 
but by standing the trials which cause many to 
fall away, " having no root in themselves." — 
^'Continue in my word." "Abide in me." 
"He that continueth to the end shall be 
saved." " That on the good ground are they, 
which in an honest and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience J^ These guard the doctrine from 
perversion, and tend to exclude presumption. 
Others are suited to stir up believers to " give 
all diligence to make their calling and election 
sure ;" and to " possess the full assurance of 
hope unto the end:" that, knowing their own 
safety and happiness, they may be the more 
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joyful, thankftil, and cheerfiQ, in self-denying 
services and sharp affictions. There are also 
such warnings and exhortations as call them to 
the use of those means, by which it is the will 
of God to preserve them. Thus the Apostle 
assured his companions in danger, "that there 
should be no loss of any man's life :" yet he 
afterwards said, "Except these abide in the 
ship, ye cannot be saved ;" for that was the 
method in which it was the will of God to 
save them.* And others are intended to put 
believers on their guard against those tempta- 
tions, which, if, listened to, would not only 
greatly distress and injure them, but also 
hinder their usefulness, disgrace their profes- 
sion, dishonour God, and do unspeakable evil to 
their brethren and neighbours. — Rev. T. ScoU.'\ 

* Acts xxvii. 30—32. f On John x. 26—31. 
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ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE 
EPHESIANS. 

Ephesians i. 1 — 14. Paul, an Apostle of 
Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints 
which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in 
Christ Jesus : (2) Grace he to you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. (3) Blessed he the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ : (4) According as He hath chosen us 
in Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love: (5) Having predestinated us 
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, (6) To the praise of the glory of His 
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in 
the beloved. (7) In whom we have redemp- 
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace; (8) 
"Wherein He hath abounded toward us in all 
wisdom and prudence; (9) HaA'ing made known 

G 
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unto us the mystery of His will, according to 
His good pleasui-e which He hath purposed in 
himself: (10) That in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times He might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth ; even in Him : 
(11) In whom also we have obtained an in- 
heritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of Him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of His own will : (12) That we 
should be to the praise of His glory, who first 
trusted in Christ. (13) In whom ye also 
trusted^ after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, (14) Which is the 
earnest of our inheritance imtil the redemption 
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of 
His glory. 

Ver. 4. Holiness is the end of our election : 
*' He chose us before the foundation of the 
world, that we might be holy.'' Our holiness 
is a thing which God doth greatly desire: 
" This is the will of God, even your holiness."* 

* 1 Thess. iv. 3, 7. 
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XTnto holiness we are not only constrained by 
His commandment, but allured also by Hii^ 
example: "Be holy, because I am holy."* 
Unto this we are called : " For God did not 
call us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness." 
So that, unless we esteem vilely of our own 
election, unless we refuse to satisfy the will, 
to obey the commandment, to follow the 
example, and to answer the vocation in 
which God hath called us, we must be holy. — 
Archbishop Sandy 8. '\ 

Ver. 4. Christ declareth His excellent love 
towards us, in that He did chose us afore the 
world was created, and loved us when we were 
yet His enemies, calling us by His word, and 
appointing us to bring forth fruit unto Him + 
Bishop Coverdale. 

Vers. 4, 5. The appointment of the eternal 
Son of the Father, as the Surety for fallen man, 
in the divine foreknowledge, is the source of 

* 1 Peter i. 16. 

t Tenth Sermon. "A Sermon preached at his 
first coming to York." 

t " Fruitful Lessons.'* Chap. 1, p. 234. 
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all the hopes and comforts of those who " were 
chosen in Him before the foimdation of the 
world, that they should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love.'' For personal 
holiness was provided for in every part of the 
counsel of God respecting man's salvation. So 
that the renewal of our hearts to the divine 
image, and a blameless walk before God, from 
love to Him and to our brethren, are the 
proper evidences that we "were predestinated" 
and have been called by God, to the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ unto Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will. — 
Rev. T. Scott* 

Vers. 13, 14. This cannot, with any pro- 
priety, be explained of miraculous powers. 
These were not the " earnest," pledge, and 
foretaste of heaven, as this "seal" is declared 
to have been : for many imsanctifled persons 
exercised miraculous powers. But the sancti- 
fying and comforting influences of the Holy 
Spirit seal believers, as the children of God 
and heirs of heaven ; they are the first-fruits 
of that holy felicity, and they impress the holy 

* Practical Observations. 
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image of God upon their souls. Thus the 
Ephesian converts were preserved, supported, 
and comforted, and would be, during their time 
of trial and suffering in life and death; till 
they should at last be put in full possession of 
that complete redemption, which Christ had 
ensured to His "purchased people:" or till 
the inheritance, which sin had forfeited, but 
which Christ had "purchased" for them, 
should be, so to speak, fully rescued from the 
hands of their enemies, and they put in com- 
plete possession of it, at the resurrection of 
the dead; to be for ever monuments erected 
''to the praise of the glory of God." All 
these things are so evidently distinguishing of 
true Christians, and so inapplicable to collec- 
tive bodies of professors of Christianity ; that 
we must conclude the Apostle spoke of election 
as gratuitous^ as personal and not national; and 
of effectual vocation as inseparably connected 
with eternal life : and learned men need far 
more ingenuity than has yet been employed in 
the argument, to make the Apostle's words 
speak any other language, consistently with 
the rules of grammar and common sense. — 
Bev. T. Scott 
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Ephes. ii. 1 — 10. And you liath He quickenedy 
who wore dead in sins ; (2) Wherein in time 
past ye walked according to the conrse of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience : (3) Among whom 
also wc all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind ; and were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others. (4) But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, (5) Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) (6) And 
hath raised us up together, and made ns sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
(7) That in the ages to come He might shew the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. (8) For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves : it is the gift of God : 

(9) K^ot of works, lest any man should boast* 

(10) For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Verses 4 — 6. Oh ! the great grace and 
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incomprehensible love of God towards us, who 
through His mercy and great love, whereas we 
were children of wrath and damnation, hath 
made us His own children, elect and beloved ; 
and when we were dead in sin, hath with His 
Son raised us up from death, revived us, and 
made us sit with Him among those of heaven 
with Christ Jesu ; to declare unto the ages to 
come the riches of His grace in kindness and 
love to usward, through Jesus Christ. — Bishop 
CoverdaleJ^ 

Vers. 8 — 10. The life which we live in this 
world, good Christian people, is of the free 
benefit of God lent us ; yet not to use it at our 
pleasure, after our own fleshly will, but to trade 
over the same in those works which are be- 
seeming them that are become new creatures 
in Christ. These works the Apostle calleth 
good works; saying, ''We are Godh worJcman- 
ship J created in Christ Jesu to good works^ which 
God hath ordained that we should walk in themP 
And yet his meaning is not by these words to 
induce us to have any affiance, or to put any 
confidence in our works, as by the merit and 
deserving of them to purchase to ourselves and 

* Fruitful Lessons, chap, i., pp. 254^ 255, 
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others remission of sin, and so consequently 
everlasting life ; for that were mere blasphemy 
against God's mercy, and great derogation to 
the blood-shedding of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
For it is of the free grace and mercy of God, 
by the mediation of the blood of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, without merit or deserving on our part, 
that oiu' sins are forgiven us, that we are re- 
conciled and brought again into His favour, 
and are made heirs of His heavenly kingdom. 
Grace,* saith St. Augustine, belongeth to God, 
who doth call us : and then hath he good 
works, whosoever received grace. Good works 
then bring not forth grace, but are brought 
forth by grace. The wheel, saith he, tumeth 
round, not to the end it may be made round ; 
but because it is first made round, therefore it 
tmneth round. So no man doth good works, 
to receive grace by his good works ; but because 
he hath first received grace, therefore conse- 
quently he doth good works. And in another 
place he saith. Good works go not before in 
him which shall afterward be justified ;t but 

* Aug. de Diver. Quaest. ad Simp., lib.i., qu8est.28. 

t Article XIII. — Of Works before Jmtification. 
Works done before the grace of Christ, and inspiration 
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good works do follow after, when a man is first 
justified. — Church of England.''^ 

God of His mercy and special favour towards 
them whom He hath appointed to everlasting 
salvation, hath so offered His grace especially, 
and they have so received it fruitfully, that 
although, by reason of their sinful Yixmg out- 
wardly, they seemed before to have been the 
children of wrath and perdition ; yet now the 
Spirit of God mightily working in them, unto 
obedience to God's will and commandments, 
they declare by their outward deeds and life, 
in the showing of mercy and charity (which 
cannot come but of the Spirit of God, and His 
especial grace), that they are the undoubted 
children of God, appointed to everlasting life. 
And so, as by their wickedness and ungodly 

of His Spirit, are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as 
they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they 
make men meet to receive grace, or (as the school- 
authors say) deserve grace of congruity : yea rather, 
for that they are not done as God hath willed and 
commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they 
have the nature of sin. 

♦ Second Book of Homilies. First part of the 
Sermon of Fasting. 
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living they shewed themselves according to the 
judgment of men, which follow the outward 
appearance, to be reprobates and castaways; 
so now by their obedience unto God's holy 
will, and by their mercifulness and tender 
pity, (wherein they shew themselves to be like 
unto God, who is the fountain and spring of 
all mercy,) they declare openly and manifestly 
imto the sight of men, that they are the sons 
of God, and elect of Him imto salvation. — 
Church of England.''^ 

Vers. 8 — 10. If therefore we perceive the 
things that are of God, and do like of them ; 
if our hearts be inclined to do His will ; 
because this cannot come of ourselves (our 

* Second Book of Homilies. The second part of 
the Sermon of Alms-deeds. 

Article XXXV. — Of Homilies. The Second Book of 
Homilies, the several titles whereof we have joined 
under this Article, doth contain a godly and whole- 
some Doctrine, and necessary for these times, as doth 
the former Book of Homilies, which were set forth in 
the time of Edward the Sixth; and therefore we judge 
them to be read in Churches by the Ministers, diligently 
and distinctly, that they may be understanded of the 
people. 
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nature bending a clean contrary way,) we 
acknowledge most willingly and imfeignedly, 
the good we do is His, it is not ours : our 
beginning to do, and our continuance in doing 
well, proceedeth only and wholly from Him. 
If any man receive the grace of Grod ofltered, it 
is because God hath framed his heart thereto. 
If any man come when God calleth, it is be- 
cause His grace which calleth draweth. If 
being brought unto Christ we continue in 
Him, we have no other reason to yield of our 
doing, but only this. He hath linked us and 
fastened us unto Himself. We neither rise 
when we are fallen, nor stand when we are 
risen, by our own strength. When we are in 
distress, we are of ourselves so far from ability 
to help ourselves, that we are not able to crave 
help of Him, unless His Spirit wrest out, 
** Abba, Father," from us. We cannot moan 
our own case, unless He do groan and sigh for 
us : we are not able to name Jesus, unless by 
the special grace of His Spirit our mouths be 
opened : no we cannot of ourselves so much as 
think of naming Him, if to think of naming 
Him be a good thought. — Archbishop Sandys.''^ 

* Sermon I., p. 21y 22. 



92 PHILIPPIANS. 



ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE 
PHILIPPIANS. 

Philippians i. 1 — 7. Paul and Timotheus, 
the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints 
in Chiist Jesus which are at PhiUppi, with the 
bishops and deacons : (2) Grace be unto you, 
and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (3) I thank my God upon 
every remembrance of you, (4) Always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making request with 
joy, (5) For your fellowship in the Gospel from 
the first day until now ; (6) Being confident 
of this very thing, that He which hath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ : (7) Even as it is meet 
for me to think this of you all, because I have 
you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my 
bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of 
the Gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. 

Ver. 6. He who has begun grace with a view 
to glory, will not cut off grace till it be per- 
fected in glory. — Dean Alford.^ 

* On 1 Peter v. 10, 11. 
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As the word of God in itself cannot be 
abolished, but surpasses the endurance of 
heaven and earth, as our Saviour teaches ; and 
all the attempts of men against the divine 
truth of that word to undo it, are as vain as if 
they should consult to pluck the sun out of the 
firmament : so, likewise, in the heart of a 
Christian,' it is immortal and incorruptible. 
Where it is once received by faith, it cannot 
be obliterated again : all the powers of dark- 
ness cannot destroy it, although they be never 
so diligent in their attempts that way. And 
this is the comfort of the saints, that although 
the life which God by His word hath breathed 
into theii' souls, have many and strong enemies, 
such as they themselves could never hold out 
against; yet for His own glory, and His promise^ 
sake. He will maintain that life, and bring it 
to its perfection; The Lord tvill perfect that 
which concerneth me^ saith the Psalmist.* It 
is grossly contrary to the truth of the Scrip- 
tures to imagine, that they who are thus 
renewed can be unborn again. This new birth 
is but once, of one kind: though they arc 
subject to frailties and weaknesses here in this 

* Psalm cxxxviii. 8. 
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spiritual life, yet not to death any more, nor to 
such wy of sinning as would extinguish this 
life. This is that whioh the Apostle John 
says, Ho that is bom of God sinneth not : and 
the reason he adds is the same that is here 
given, the permanence and incorruptibleness 
of this word, The seed of God abideth in 
him.* — Archbishop Leighton.^ 

* 1 John iii. 9. f On 1 Peter i. 26. 
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ST. PAUL'S FIKST EPISTLE TO THE 

THESSALONIANS. 

1 Thess. i. 1 — 7. Paul, and Silvanus, and 
Tiraotheus, unto the Church of the Thessa- 
lonians which is in God the Father and in the 
Lord Jesus Christ : Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (2) We give thanks to God 
always for you all, making mention of you in 
our prayers ; (3) Eemembering without ceas- 
ing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the sight of God and our Father ; (4) Knowing, 
brethren beloved, your election of God. (5) 
For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and 
in much assurance ; as ye know what manner 
of men we were among you for your sake. (6) 
And ye became followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost : (7) So 
that ye were ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia. 
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1 Thcjss. V. 23, 24. And the very God of 
pcjace sanctify you wholly; and I pray Crod 
your whol(5 spirit and soul and body be pre- 
Horved blameloss unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (24) Faithful is He that calleth 
you, who also will do it. 

Not ovc^ry work is that work of grace, which 
boinj; begun, a faithful God stands engaged to 
perform unto the day of Jesus Christ. A man 
may b(^ reformed in his outward conduct ; be 
I)ros(^lyted to a new sect ; be a convert to a 
new and orthodox system of doctrine ; have 
(convictions and alaims followed by comforts, 
in a regular order ; be able to relate a very 
plausible exporionce with sincerity ; make a 
crodiblo profession; have high aflfections; be 
(indued with valuable gifts for the edification 
of others ; yea, preach like an apostle ; speak 
vnth the tongues of men and of angels ; work 
miracles ; have a flaming zeal ; abound in all 
outward duties ; outstrip real Christians in all 
external appearances, and be more free from 
anything offensive ; and yet not be converted. 
This is plain from many examples of Scripture. 
.... Numbers, on insufficient grounds, take 
it as a detennincd matter that thej'- are saints ; 
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and, being taught that the saints always per- 
severe, and are recovered firora their declen- 
sions, they soothe themselves in their sloth 
and worldliness ; sleep secure in sin ; are proof 
against the terrors of God's word, which belong 
to the wicked, and not (they think) to them ; 
are a scandal and reproach to religion; and 

live and die under the delusion But, 

not only can no man on scriptural grounds take 
encouragement from this doctrine, except he 
have substantial evidence of his being a true 
Christian ; no man can legitimately take more 
encouragement from it, than inproportion to his 

evidence Again, no man has any right 

to take encouragement from this doctrine, 
farther than he is consciously sincere in using 
all the means which God has appointed for his 
preservation. God keeps His people by in- 
clining them to Jceep themselves;''^ by putting 
His fear in their hearts^ that they should not 
depart from Him : and this makes them constant 
and diligent in using the appointed means of 
grace with earnestness; and alarmed when 
slackness creeps upon them — ^by which means 
that evil is remedied. And, if at any time 

♦ iTames \. 27 ; Jude 21 ; 1 John v. 18. 

H 
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they get over this barrier, and grow secure, 
He rouses them by rebukes and chastise- 
ments ; which stir them up again to diligence ; 
and thus He preserves them from falling away. 
The means and the end are inseparable in 
reality, and should never be separated in specu- 
lation. — Rev. T. Scott* 

* Letters and Papers, pp. 379—383. 
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ST. PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 

THESSALONIANS. 

2 Thess. ii. 13 — 17. But we are bound 
to give thanks alway to Ood for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of th^ 
truth : (14) Whereunto He called you by our 
gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. (15) Therefore, brethren, 
stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word, or our 
Epistle. (16) Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God, even our Father, which 
hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting 
consolation and good hope through grace, (17) 
Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every 
good word and work. 

But what, is it in our own will and power 
to return ? or doth God command that which is 
impossible for us to perform? Truth it is, 
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^^ All our sufficiency * is of God. Of ourselves 
W(5 arc not able to think a good thought." "It 
is God that giveth both to will f and to per- 
form." " Without me," J saith Christ, " you 
arc able to do nothing." No doubt we have 
power and free will to run from God. Ad 
malum sufficit sibi liherum arhitrium^ ad bonum 
non :§ " Free will hath in itself ability enough 
to evil, but not to good." He commandeth us 
therefore to do that, which of ourselves we are 
not able to do ; that, seeing our want, we may 
crave His grace and help, which will enable 
us to draw near unto Him. This grace is not 
in vain : by it we are what we are ; when we 
bo, as wo should be, near unto Him. If he 
that coimnandeth us do not reach us His hand, 
when wo arc bidden to draw near, we go 
farther off. " But let God give that which 
He commandeth, and then command whatso- 
ever He will."|| '^ Convert us, Lord, and 
we shall bo converted."^ If He convert us 
not, wo shall remain as we are, or rather pro- 

* 2 Cor. iii. 5. t Philip, ii. 13. J John xv. 5. 
§ Aug. de Cantico novo, cap. 8. 
II August. Confess : Lib. 10, 40. 

% Ps. xix. 7 ; Jer. xxxi. 18. 
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ceed to worse. "No man cometh unto me," 
saith Christ, " except the Father draw him."* 
The Spirit and grace of God, of untoward and 
unwilling, maketh forward and ready ; and so, 
by the efficacy of the Spirit being changed, we 
which were far off are drawn near. — Archbishop 
Sandys.^ 

* John vi. 44. 
t Sermon 7, preached before the Queen. 
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ST. PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE TO 

TIMOTHY. 

2 Timothy i. 1, 2, 9 — 12. Paul, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according 
to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, 
(2) To Timothy, my dearly beloved son : Grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (9) Who hath saved 
us, and called ii8 with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began ; (10) But 
is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel : (11) Whereunto I am 
appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a 
teacher of the Gentiles. (12) For the which 
cause I also suffer these things : nevertheless 
I am not ashamed : for I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day. 
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Ver. 9. Various ways of setting aside the 
obvious meaning of the verse, as implying 
personal election ^'from the beginning," or 
" before eternal times," have been proposed : 
but none of them can be maintained, as it 
appears to me ; without supposing, that all, 
who live and die impenitent and unbelieving, 
may nevertheless be said to be "saved and 
called with a holy calling," because a Saviour 
was promised from the beginning of the world. 
Indeed, "thepurpofse of God" is expressly 
mentioned, as the reason why they, rather than 
others, were thus saved and called. — Rev. T. 
Scott 

Ver. 9. God's love is a most free and 
bountiful love, having no motive or foundation 
but within itself, and His free love and grace is 
the ground of all His other mercies to His 
people ; He sheweth mercy on whom He will, 
and because He will shew mercy. From the 
beginning to the end of our salvation, nothing 
is primarily active but free grace: freely 
loved;* freely chosen ;f Christ, the gift of 
free love ]% His obedience freely accepted for 

♦ Deut. vii. 7, 8. t Eph. i. 5, 6. 
{ John iii. 16. 
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US, and bestowed upon us ;* justification free ;t 
adoption free;:]: faith and repentance &ee;§ 
good works free;|| salvation free.^ Thus 
the foundation of all mercies is free love. We 
do not first give to God that He may render 
to us again. We turn, we pray, we covenant, 
we repent, we are holy, we are healed, only 
because He loves us : and He loves us, not 
because He sees anything lovely or amiable in 
us, but because He will shew the absoluteness 
of His own will, and the unsearchableness of 
His own counsel towards us. We are not ori- 
ginally denominated good by anything which 
floweth from us, or is done by us ; but by that 
which is bestowed upon us. Our goodness is 
not the motive of His love, but His love the 
fountain of our goodness. None, indeed, are 
healed and saved, but those who repent and 
rieturn; but repentance is only a condition, 
and that fi'eely given by God, disposing the 
subject for salvation ; not a cause moving or 
procuring God to save us. It is necessary as 
the means to the end, not as the cause to the 

♦ Rom. V. 15, 18. t Rom. iii. 24. + Eph. i. 6. 

§ Phil. i. 29 ; 2 Tim. ii. 25. || Eph. ii. 10. 

If Tit. iii. 5 ; Acts xv. 1. 
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effect. That which looks least free of any 
other act of God, His rewarding of obedience, 
is all and only mercy. When we sow in 
righteousness, we must reap in mercy.* 
When He renders according to our works, it 
is because of His mercy.f 

This is the solid foundation of all Christian 
comfort, that God loves freely. Were His 
love to us to be measured by our fruitfolness 
or carriages towards Him, each hour and 
moment might stagger our hope ; but He is 
therefore pleased to have it all of grace, that 
the promise might be made sure.J This 
comforts us against the guilt of the greatest 
sins ; for love and free grace can pardon what 
it will. This comforts us against the accusa- 
tions of Satan drawn from our own unworthi- 
ness. It is true, I am xmworthy, and Satan 
cannot show me unto myself more vile, than 
without his accusations I will acknowledge 
myself to be : but that love which gave Christ 
freely, doth give in Him more worthiness than 
there is or can be unworthiness in me. This 
comforts us in the assured hope of glory, be- 
cause when He loves, He loves to the end, and 

* Hosea x. 12. f Ps. Ixii. 12. J Rom. iv. 16. 
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nothing can separate from His love. This 
comforts ns in all our afflictions, that the free 
love of God, who hath predestinated ns there- 
unto, will wisely order it all unto the good of 
His servants * 

Our duty therefore is (1): To labour for 
assurance of this free love. It will assist us 
in all duties ; it will arm us against all temp- 
tation^ : it will answer all objections that can 
be made against the soul's peace : it will sus- 
tain us in all conditions which the saddest of 
times can bring us unto. " If God be for us, 
who can be against us ?" Though thousands 
should be against us to hate us, yet none shall 
be against us to hurt us. 

(2) If God love us freely, we should love 
Him thankfully, t and let love be the salt to 
season all our sacrifices. For as no benefit is 
saving unto us which doth not proceed from 
love in Him, so no duty is pleasing unto Him 
which doth not proceed from love in us. J 

(3) Plead this free love and grace in prayer, 
when we beg pardon, nothing is too great for 
love to forgive: when we beg grace and 

* Rom. viii. 29 ; Heb. xii. 6. t 1 John iv. 19. 

J 1 John V. 3. 
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holiness, nothing is too good for love to grant. 
There is not any one thing which faith can 
manage unto more spiritual advantages, than 
the free grace and love of God in Christ. — 
Bishop Beynolds.* 

Ver. 12. He had entrusted Himself, body, 
soul, and spirit, to the keeping of his heavenly 
Father, and lay safe in His hands, confident of 
His abiding and effectual care. — Bean Alford. 

* Sermon 4. 
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HEBEEWS. 

Hebrews vi. 1 — 20. Therefore leaving the 
first principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us 
go on xmto perfection; not laying again the 
foimdiition of repentance fix)m dead works, and 
of faith toward God, (2) Of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judg- 
ment. (3) And this will we do, if Gk)d permit. 
(4) For it is impossible for those who were 
once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, (5) And have tasted the good 
Word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come, (6) If they shall fell away, to renew 
them again unto repentance; seeing they 
crucify to themselves the Son of Qod afresh, 
and put Him to an open shame. (7) For the 
earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh 
oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for 
them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing 
from God : (8) But that which beareth thorns 
and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing ; 
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whose end is to be bumed. (9) But, beloved, 
we are persuaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany salvation, though we 
thus speak. (10) For God is not unrighteous , 
to forget your work and labour of love, which 
ye have shewed towards His name, in that ye 
have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
(11) And we desire that every one of you do 
shew the same diligence to the full assurance 
of hope unto the end : (12) That ye be not 
slothful, but followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises. 
(13) For when God made promise to Abraham, 
because He could swear by no greater. He 
sware by Himself, (14) Saying, Surely bless- 
ing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will 
multiply thee. (15) And so, after he had 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 
(16) For men verily swear by the greater: and 
an oath for confirmation is to them an end of 
all strife. (17) Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise 
the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it 
by an oath : (18) That by two immutable 
things, in which it was impossible for God to 
lie, we might have a strong consolation, who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
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set before us: (19) Which hope we have as 
an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, 
and which entereth into that within the veil ; 
(20) "Whither the forerunner is for us entered, 
even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec. 

Vers. 4 — 6. These verses have caused im- 
mense perplexity and distress to many timid 
and conscientious Christians; and they have 
been supposed to contain a cogent objection to 
the doctrine of the believer's final perseverance. 
These things must be in a measure adverted to, 
in our examination of them. It should be 
remembered, that the Apostle wrote in an age 
of miracles ; and to the Hebrews, among whom 
the Holy Spirit was first poured out, in His 
extraordinary operations, as well as his renew- 
ing influences. The persons whose case is 
described, had been " once enlightened,'' and 
had obtained that measure of knowledge con- 
cerning the truth and nature of Christianity, 
which enabled them to make a satisfactory 
profession of it, in order to their admission into 
the Church; ^'They had tasted the heavenly 
gift, and been made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost," being at their baptism, or afterwards. 
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by the laying on of the Apostles' hands, endued 
with some measure of spiritual gifts, or miracu- 
lous powers ; such as speaking with tongues, or 
discoursing with supernatural fluency on Divine 
subjects; so that, in this respect, "they had 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Spirit," and their own 
experience proved to them the truth of the 
Oospel. They had moreover "tasted of the 
good word of God,'^ and their convictions, 
impressions, and affections, made them sensible 
that it was a "good word," of a holy and 
salutary tendency, and that it was for their 
good to attend to it; and their purposes of 
doing so had produced such hopes and joys, as 
have been described in the case of the stony- 
ground hearer. Thus they had tasted of " the 
powers of the world to come," in their tempo- 
rary realizing apprehensions of a future state, 
and of its happiness or misery ; or, they had 
experienced the powers communicated, under 
the dispensation of the Messiah. All these 
things, except miraculous gifts, often take 
place in the hearts and consciences of men, in 
these days, who yet continue unregenerate. 
They have knowledge, convictions, fears, hopes, 
joys, and seasons of apparent earnestness, and 



112 HEBBJEWS. 

deep concern about eternal things ; and they 
are endued with such gifts as often make them 
acceptable and useftd to others : but they are 
not truly humbled^ they are not spiritmlly 
minded ; religion is not their element and 
delight ; they do not cordially receive Christ 
in all His oflSlces, or sincerely love the spiritual 
excellency of His people, His ordinances, and 
commandments. In short, the old nature, the 
principle of selfishness, is impressed, affected, 
interested, alarmed, or pleased : but a new 
nature is not produced; and therefore "in 
time of temptation they fall away." In respect 
of spiritual gifts, or the miraculous "powers of 
the Holy Ghost," our Lord most expressly 
declares that He will reject many who had 
been partakers of them, saying to them, " I 
never knew you."* The very words, how- 
ever, of this awful passage prove, that all who 
"are renewed unto repentance" shall be par- 
doned; and that God leaves all to final impeni- 
tence whom He determines not to save. So 
that the trembling sinner who pleads guilty, 
and cries for mercy, can have no ground of 
discouragement from this passage, fairly inter- 

♦ Matt. vii. 21—23 ; 1 Cor. xiii. 1—3. 



DOCTRINE OF ELECTIOX. 113 

preted, whatever his crimes have been ; for all 
who are "renewed to repentance" are saved, 
and none else. Neither does it prove that any 
one, who is " in Christ a new creature," ever 
becomes a final apostate from Him. 

Vers. 9, 10. While the Apostle spoke such 
awful and alarming truths, with reference to the 
case of those, to whom he knew them to be 
seasonable; he would not have it thought that 
he had an imfavourable opinion of the Hebrew 
Christians in general, or of those whom he 
immediately addressed in particular. On the 
contrary, he and his fellow-labourers were 
"persuaded better things of them, even things 
which accompany salvation," namely, that they 
were real penitents, humble beUevers, spiritu- 
ally-minded, and rooted and grounded in the 
love of Christ, and of His cause and people. 
The expression is remarkable and emphatical : 
the things before spoken of might, or they 
might not " accompany," or be inseparably 
connected with " salvation ; " but those things 
of which he now spake, were always found 
in true converts, and never in any others. 
"Nothing availeth in Christ .... but faith 
which worketh by love," — " but a new crea- 

I 
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tion." " Hereby we know that we are passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren."* '^To be spiritually minded is 
life and peace, "t There is no intimation in 
the whole Bible, that any one who ever had 
these things came short of eternal salvation ; 
or that any apostate ever possessed them. 

Vers. 16 — 20. The Lord therefore in con- 
descension to the weakness of man, and his 
proneness to unbelief; and purposing to give 
His people the most abundant assurance, 
^' that " His counsel " respecting their salva- 
tion was immutable," confirmed the promise 
and covenant respecting it, with the most 
solemn ratification of an oath. That so, "by 
two immutable things, even the Word and the 
Oath (or, as others understood it, ^by the 
immutable counsel^ and inviolable oath^) in 
which it was impossible for God to lie," either 
by being deceived, or induced to deceive others, 
or by seeing cause to alter His purposes; they 
all, (in the Apostle's time, and consequently in 
all times), " who had fled for refuge " from the 
wrath to come, '^ to lay hold on the hope" of 

* 1 John iii. 14. t Rom. viii. 6. 
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pardon and eternal life set before them in the 
Gospel, might have a firm ground for assured 
hope, and the " powerful consolations " which 
spring from it. These persons, to whatever 
nation they belonged, were the "heirs of 
promise," the spiritual "children of Abraham," 
and interested in the covenant ratified to him 
and to his seed : and therefore " the oath 
sworn to Abraham " irrevocably confirmed the 
spiritual blessings of that covenant to each of 
them. — Rev. T. Scott 
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1 Peter i. 1 — 9. Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
(2) Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctiflcation of the 
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ : Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied. (3) Blessed he the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) To an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, (5) Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. (6) Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations : (7) 
That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
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and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ : (8) Whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
fiill of glory : (9) Eeceiving the end of youi- 
faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

Ver. 2. Elect Those, who in their outward 
profession, and in the due judgment of charity, 
are justly reputed for the elect of God, accord- 
ing to the eternal decree and good purposes of 
God the Father. — Bishop Hall. 

Vers. 1, 2. The Apostle comforts these 
strangers of this dispersion, by the spiritual 
union which they obtained by effectual calling; 
and so calls off their eyes from their outward, 
dispersed, and despised condition, to look above 
that, as high as the spring of their happiness, 
the free love and election of God. Scattered 
in the countries, and yet gathered in God's 
election — chosen or picked out; strangers to 
men amongst whom they dwelt, but known 
and foreknown to God; removed from their 
own country, to which men have naturally an 
unalterable affection, but made heirs of abetter; 
and having within them the evidence both of 
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ct(Tiial election and of that expected salyation, 
th(3 spirit of holiness. At the best, a Chiistian 
itt but a stranger here, set him where you will, 
as our Apostle toaeheth after; and it is his 
privilege that ho is so ; and when he thinks 
not HO, he forgets and disparages himself, and 
dcsc^onds far below his quality, when he is much 
tukini with anything in this place of his exile. 
Hut this is tlie wisdom of a Christian, when 
ho can solace himself against the meanness and 
any kind of discomfort of his outward con- 
dition, witli the comfortable assurance of the 
lovc^ of God, that lie hath called him to holi- 
ness, given him some measure of it, and an 
end(5avour after more ; and by this may he 
conclude, that lie hath ordained him imto sal- 
vation. If either he is a stranger where he 
lives, or as a stmnger deserted of his Mends, 
and very near stripped of all outward comforts, 
yet may he rejoice in this — ^that the eternal, 
unchangeable love of God, which is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting, is sealed to his soul. 
And ! what will it avail a man to be com- 
passed about with the favour of the world, to 
sit unmolested in his own home and possessions, 
and to have them very great and pleasant, to 
be well moneyed, and landed and befriended, 
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and yet estranged and severed from God, not 
having any token of His special love ? 

To the elect The Apostle here denominates 
all the Christians to whom he writes by the 
condition of true beKevers, calling them elect 
and sanctified^ etc. : and the Apostle St. Paul 
writes in the same style in his epistles to the 
Churches. Not that all in these Churches were 
such indeed, but because they professed to be 
such, and by that their profession and calling as 
Christians, they were obliged to be such : and as 
many of them as were in any measure true to 
that their calling and profession were really such* 

According to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father. The exactest knowledge of things is, 
to know them in their causes ; it is then an 
excellent thing, and worthy of their endeavours 
who are most desirous of knowledge, to know 
the best things in their highest causes : and 
the happiest way of this knowledge is, to possess 
those things, and to know them in experience. 
To such the Apostle here speaks, and sets before 
them the excellency of their spiritual condition, 
and leads them to the causes of it. 

Their state is, that they are sanctified and 
justified : the nearest cause of both these is, 
Jesus Christ. He is made unto them both 
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righteotisness and sanctification : the sprinkling 
of His blood purifies them from guiltiness, and 
quickens them to obedience. 

Now follows to consider the appropriating or 
applying cause, which is the Holy and holy- 
making or sanctifying Spirit^ the Author of 
their selection from the world, and effectual 
calling unto grace. 

The source of all, the appointing or decreeing 
cause, is God the Father ; for though they aU 
work equally in all, yet, in order of working, 
we are taught thus to distinguish, and parti- 
cularly to ascribe the first work of eternal 
election to the first Person of the blessed 
Trinity. 

In or through sanctification. For to render 
it, elect to the sanctification^ is strained : so then 
I conceive this election is their effectual call- 
ing, which is by the working of the Holy 
Spirit ; as in 1 Cor. i. 26—28, where vocation 
and election are used in the same sense : Ye see 
your calling^ brethren^ how that not many wise 
men after the fleshy not many mighty^ not mcmy 
noble, are called; but God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the ivorld to confound the wise. 
It is the first act of the decree of election ; the 
beginning of its performance in those that are 
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elected ; and it is in itself a real separating of 
men from the profane and miserable condition 
of the world, and an appropriating and conse- 
crating of a man unto God ; and therefore, 
both in regard of its relation to election, and in 
regard of its own nature, it well bears that 
name.* . . • . It is most vain to imagine a 
foresight of faith in men, and that God in the 
view of that faith, as the condition of election 
itself, has chosen them: for, 1. Nothing at all 
is futurum^ or can have that imagined futuri- 
tion, so to speak, but as it is, and because it is, 
decreed by God to be ; and, therefore (as says 
the Apostle St. James in the passage before 
cited,) known unto God are all His works^ be- 
cause they are His works in time, and His 
purpose from eternity. 2. It is most absurd 
to give any reason of Divine will without 
Himself. 3. This easily solves all that diflSl- 
culty which the Apostle speaks of ; and yet he 
never thought of such a solution, but runs 
high for an answer, not to satisfy cavilling 
reason, but to silence it, and stop its mouth : 
for thus the Apostle argues, Thou wilt say then 

* Rom. viii. 28, 30 ; Acts ii. 47 ; xiii. 48 ; John 
XV. 19, 
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unto mCy Why doth He yet find fault ? For who 
hath resisted His will ? Nay but^ man^ who 
art thou that repliest against God ?* Who can 
conceive whence this should be, that any man 
should believe unless it be given him of God ? 
And if given him, then it was His purpose to 
give it him ; and if so, then it is evident that 
He had a purpose to save him ; and for that 
end He gives faith ; not therefore purposes to 
save, because men shall believe. 4. This 
seems cross to these Scriptures, where they 
speak of the subordination, or rather co- 
ordination of those two : as tere foreknown and 
elect, not because of obedience, or sprinkling, 
or any such thing, but to obedience and 
sprinkling, which is by faith. So God pre- 
destinated, not because He foresaw men would 
be conformed to Christ, but that they might 
be so : For whom He did foreknow. He also did 
predestinate.^ And the same order, And the 
Lord added to the Church daily such as should be 
saved. Also, And as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed.^ 

This foreknowledge, then, is His eternal and 

* Rom. ix. 19, 20. f Eom. viii. 29. 
} Acts ii. 47 ; xiii. 48. 
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unchangeable love ; and that thus He chooseth 
some, and rejecteth others, is for that great 
end, to manifest and magnify His mercy and 
justice ; but why He appointed this man for 
the one, and that man for the other, made 
Peter a vessel of His mercy, and Judas of 
wrath, this is even so because it seemed good 
to Him. This, if it be harsh, yet is apostolic 
doctrine. Hath not the potter (saith St. Paul) 
power over the clay, of the same lump to make 
one vessel unto honour, and another unto dis- 
honour?* This deep we must admire, and 
always, in considering it, close with this : 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God.'\ 

The connexion of these we are now for our 
profit to take notice of; that effectual calling 
is inseparably tied to this eternal foreknow- 
ledge or election on the one side, and to salva- 
tion on the other. These two links of the 
chain are up in heaven in God's own hand : 
but this middle one is let down to earth into 
the hearts of His children ; and they, laying 
hold on it, have sure hold on the other two, 
for no power can sever them. If therefore 

* Rom. ix. 21. t Rom. xi. 33. 
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they can read the eharaeteis of God's image in 
their own sonls, those are the counterpart of 
the golden characters of His loTe, in which 
their names are written in the book of life. 
Their belieying writes their names under the 
promises of the revealed book of life, the 
Scriptures ; and so ascertains them, that the 
same names are in the secret book of life which 
God hath by Himself from eternity. So that 
finding the stream of grace in their hearts, 
though they see not the fountain whence it 
flows, nor the ocean into which it returns, yet 
they know that it hath its source, and shall 
return to that ocean which anseth from their 
eternal election, and shall empty itself into 
that eternity of happiness and salvation. 

Hence much joy ariseth to the believer: 
this tie is indissoluble, as the agents are, the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit : so are electiany 
and vocation^ and sanctification, andjustificatianj 
and fflorff. And therefore, in all conditions, 
they may, from the sense of the working of the 
Spirit in them, look back to that election, and 
forward to that salvation ; but they that re- 
main unholy and disobedient, have as yet no 
evidence of His love; and therefore cannot, 
without vain presumption and self-delusion. 
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judge thus of themselves, that they are within 
the peculiar love of God. But in this, Let 
the righteous be glad, and let them shout for 
joy, all that are upright in heart.* .... 

If election, eflfectual calling, and salvation, 
be inseparably linked together, then by any 
one of them a man may lay hold upon all the 
rest, and may know that his hold is sure ; and 
this is that way wherein we may attain, and 
ought to seek that comfortable assurance of the 
love of God. Therefore make your calling sure 
and by that your election ;'\ for that being 
done, this follows of itself. We are not to pry 
immediately into the decree, but to read it in 
the performance. Though the mariner sees 
not the pole-star, yet the needle of the compass 
which points to it tells him which way he 
sails : thus the heart that is touched with the 
loadstone of Divine love, trembling with godly 
fear, and yet still looking towards God by fixed 
believing, points at the love of election, and 
tells the soul that its course is heavenward, 
towards the haven of eternal rest. He that 
loves may be sure he was loved first ; and he 
that chooses God for his delight and portion 

♦ Psalm xxxii. 11. t 2 Peter i. 10. 
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may conclude confidently that Gtod hath chosen 
him to be one of those that shall enjoy Him and 
be happy in Him for ever ; for that our love 
and electing of Him is but the return and 
repercussion of the beams of His love shining 
upon us. 

Find thou but within thee sanctification by 
the Spirit, and this argues, necessarily, both 
justification by the Son, and the election of 
God the Father. Hereby know we that we dwell 
in Him^ and He in ns^ became He hath given us 
of His Spirit* It is a most strange demon- 
stration, ab efectit reciproco:'\ He called those 
He hath elected ; He elected those He called. 
Where this sanctifying Spirit is not, there can 
be no persuasion of this eternal love of God : 
they that ai'e children of disobedience can con- 
clude no otherwise of themselves, but that 
they are the children of wrath. Although, from 
present unsanctification, a man cannot infer 
that he is not elected — for the decree may, for 
part of a man's life, run, as it were under- 
ground — yet this is sure, that that estate leads 
to death, and unless it be broken, will prove 
the black line of reprobation. A man hath no 

* 1 John iv. 13. f From the reciprocal eflFect. 
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portion amongst the children of God, nor can 
read one word of comfort in all the promises 
that belong to them while he remains unholy. 
Men may please themselves in profane scoffing 
at the Holy Spirit of grace, but let them withal 
know this, that that Holy Spirit, whom they 
mock and despise, is that Spirit who seals men 
unto the day of redemption* 

Ver. 5. Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to he revealed 
in the last time. It is no doubt a great content- 
ment to the children of God, to hear of the 
excellencies of the life to come ; they are not 
readily weary of that subject ; yet there is one 
doubt, which, if it be not removed, may damp 
their delight in hearing and considering of all 
the rest 

. . . The salvation which Christ hath pur- 
chased is, indeed, laid up in heaven, but we 
who seek after it are on earth, compassed about 
with dangers and temptations. What avails it 
us, that our salvation is in heaven, in the place 
of safety and quietness, while we ourselves are 
tossed upon the stormy seas of this world, 

* Eph. iv. 30. 
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amidst rocks and shelves, every hour in danger 
of shipwreck ? Our inheritance is in a sure 
hand indeed, oiu* enemies cannot come at it, 
but they may overrun and destroy us at their 
pleasure, for we are in the midst of them. 
Thus might we think and complain, and lose 
the sweetness of all our other thoughts con- 
cerning heaven, if there were not as firm a 
promise for our own safety in the midst of our 
dangers, as there is of the safety of our inheri- 
tance that is out of danger. The assurance is 
full, thus ; it is kept for us in heaven, and we 
kept on earth for it ; as it is reserved for us, 

we are no less surely preserved to it 

. . . The word in the original {(pqovpovfAerfoi) 
here translated kept^ is a military term, used 
for those who are kept, as in a fort or gai'rison 
town besieged. So Satan is still raising bat- 
teries against this fort, using all ways to take 
it, by strength or stratagem, unwearied in his 
assaults, and very skilful to know his advan- 
tages, and where we are weakest, there to set 
on. And besides all this, he hath intelligence 
with a party within us, ready to betray us to 
him ; so that it were impossible for us to hold 
out, were there not another watch and guard 
than our own, and other walls and bulwarks 
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than any that onr skill and industry can raise 
for our own defence. In this, then, is our 
safety, that there is a power above our own, 
yea, and above all our enemies, that guards us ; 
salvation itself our walls and bulwarks. We 
ought to watch, but when we do so in obe- 
dience to our commander, the Captain of our 
salvation, yet it is His own watching, who 
sleeps not, nor so much as slumbers^ it is that 
preserves us, and makes ours not to be in vain.* 
And therefore those two are jointly commanded. 
Watch and pray^ that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion.^ Watch^ there is the necessity of our 
diligence ; Pray^ there is the insufficiency of 
it, and the necessity of His watching, by 
whose power we are effectually preserved, and 
that power is our fort. Salvation hath God 
appointed for walls and bulwarks. % What more 
safe than to be walled with salvation itself? 
So, The name of the Lord is a strong tower : the 
righteous runneth into it^ and is safe.^ . . . . 
The weakest persons who are within a strong 
place, women and children, though they were 
not able to resist the enemy, if they were alone, 

♦ Ps. cxxi. 3, 4 ; Isa. xxvii. 3. f Matt. xxvi. 41 
{ Isa. xxvL 1. § Prov. xvui. 10. 
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yet so long as the place irherein they are is of 
saffident strength, and well manned, and every 
way accommodated to hold ont, they are in 
safety; thns« the weakest belieTer is safe, 
because by believing he is within the strongest 
of aU defences. Faith is the victory, and 
Christ sets His strength against Satan's ; and 
when the Christian is hard beset with some 
temptation, too strong for himself, then he 
looks np to TTim who is the great conqueror of 
the powers of darkness* and calls to Him, 
^•Ifow, Lord, assist Thv servant in this eneonn- 
ter, and put to Thy strength that the glory 
may be Thine/' Thus, faith is such an engine, 
as draws in the power of God, and TTia Son 
Jesus into the works and conflicts that it hath 
in hand. This is the victory that overcometh the 
world ^ even our faith* 

Ver. 7. That the trial of your faithy being 
much more precious than of gold that perisheth^ 
though it he tried with fire^ might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ. The path of the just (saith 
Solomon) is as the shining light^ that shineth 

* 1 John v. 4. 
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more and more unto the perfect day. Still 
making forward, and ascending towards per- 
fection, moving as fast when they are clouded 
with aflBliction as at any time else ; yea, all 
that seems to work against them furthers them. 
Those graces that would possibly grow heavy 
and unwieldy, by too much ease, are held in 
breath, and increase their activity and strength 
by conflict. Divine grace, even in the heart 
of weak and fallen man, is an invincible thing. 
Drown it in the waters of adversity, it rises 
more beautiftd as not being drowned indeed, 
but only washed ; throw it into the fiimace of 
fiery trial, it comes out purer, and loses nothing 
but the dross which our corrupt nature mixes 
with it. Thus the Apostle here expounds the 
if need he of the former verse, and so justifies 
the joy in aflBlictions, which there he speaks of, 
by their utility, and the advantage faith derives 
from them : it is so tried that it shall appear 
in its full brightness at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 

Ver. 9. '^Receiving the end of your faith^ 
even the salvation of your souls J^ The end of 
your faith — ^the end or reward^ for it is both. It 
is the end J either at which faith aims, or wherein 
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it ceaseth. It is the reward^ not of their works, 
nor of Mth, as a work deserving it ; but as 
the condition of the new covenant, which Gtod, 
according to the tenor of that covenant, first 
works in His own, and then rewards as if it 
were their work : and this salvation, or fruition 
of Qirist, is the proper reward of faith, which 
believes in TTim unseen, and so obtains that 
happy sight. It is the proper work of fidth to 
believe what thou seest not, and the reward of 
Mth to see what thou hast believed. 

This is the certainty of their hope, that it is 
as if they had already received it. If the pro- 
mise of God and the merit of Christ hold good, 
then they who believe in Him, and love Him, 
are made sure of salvation. The promises of 
God in Christ are not yea and nay, but they 
are in Him yea, and in Him Amen.* Sooner 
may the rivers run backward, and the course 
of the heavens change, and the frame of nature 
be dissolved, than any one soul that is united 
to Jesus Christ by faith and love, can be severed 
from Him, and so fall short of the salvation 
hoped for in Him : and this is the matter of 
their rejoicing And having this per- 

♦ 2 Oor. i, 19, 20. 
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suasion, that He hath loved us, and washed us 
in His blood,* and forgets us not in our con* 
flicts ; that though He Himself is in His glory, 
yet that He intercedes for us there, and will 
bring us thither, what condition can befall us 
so hard, but we may rejoice in it, and in them, 
so far as we are sure to arrive at that full 
salvation, and the fruition of Him who hath 
purchased it ? . . . . The soul which strongly 
believes and loves, may confidently hope to see 
what it believes, and to enjoy what it loves, 
and in that rejoice. It may say. Whatsoever 
hazards, whether outward or inward, whatsoever 
affictions and temptations I endure, yet this 
one thing puts me out of hazard, and in that 
I will rejoice, that the salvation of my soul 
depends not upon my own strength, but is in 
my Saviour's hand: my life is hid ^dth Christ 
in God: and when He who is my life shall 
appear, I Ukewise shall appear with Him in 
glory.t The cMldish world is hunting shadows, 
and gaping and hoping after they know not 
what ; but the believer can say, I know whom 
I have helievedj and am persuaded that He is able 

* Rev. i. 5. t Col. lii. 4. 
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to keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day.* — Archbishop Leighton. 

1 Peter ii. 7 — 10. Unto you therefore which 
believe He is precious : but unto them which 
be disobedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the 
corner, (8) And a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offence, even to them which stumble at 
the word, being disobedient : -whereunto also 
they were appointed. (9) But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people ; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of Him who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light : (1 0) Which 
in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God : which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy. 

Ver. 8. Whereunto also they were appointed* 
This the Apostle adds, for the further satisfac- 
tion of believers in this point, how it is that so 
many reject Christ, and stumble at Him ; telling 
them plainly, that the secret purpose of God is 
accomplished in this — God having determined 

* 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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to glorify His justice on impenitent sinners, as 
He shews His rich mercy in them that believe. 
Here it were easier to lead you into a deep, 
than to lead you forth again. I will rather 
stand on the shore, and silently admire it, than 
enter into it. This is certain, that the thoughts 
of God are all no less just in themselves, than 
deep and unsoundable by us. His justice 
appears clear, in that man's destruction is 
always the fruit of his own sin. But to give 
causes of God's decrees without Himself, is 
neither agreeable with the primitive being of 
the nature of God, nor with the doctrine of the 
Scriptures. This is sure, that God is not bound 
to give us further account of these things, and 
we are bound not to ask it. Let those two 
words, as St. Augustine says, answer all : "0 
man^ who art thou?^^ and, '^ the depth P'** 

Our only sure way to know that our names 
are not in that black line, and to be persuaded 
that He hath chosen us to be saved by His Son, 
is this — ^to find that we have chosen Him, and 
are built on Him by faith, which is the fruit 
of His love, who first chooseth us ; and that we ' 
may read in our esteem of Him. 

* Eom. ix. 20 ; xi. 33. See page 40 and 71. 
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Yer. 9. But ye are a chosen generation^ a 
royal priesthood^ an holy nation^ a peculiar people ; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who 
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous 
light. Choosing, here, is the work of effectual 
calling, or the severing of believers from the 
rest; for it signifies a difference in their present 
estate, as do likewise the other words joined 
with it. But this election is altogether con- 
formable to that of God's eternal decree, and is 
no other than the execution or performance of 
it ; God's framing of this His building being 
just according to the idea of it which was in 
His mind and purpose before all time : it is the 
drawing forth and investing of those into this 
Christian, this kingly priesthood, whose names 
were expressly written up for it in the book of 
life 

.... And truly it is the spiritual priest- 
hood, the elect, that procure blessings upon 
the rest of the world, and particularly on the 
places where they live. They are daily to offer 
the incense of prayer, and other spiritual sacri- 
fices unto God, as the Apostle expresseth it 
above, (verse 5), not to neglect those holy 
exercises together or apart. And as the 
priests offered not only for themselves, but 
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for the people, so Christians are to extend their 
prayers, and to entreat the blessings of God for 
others, especially for the public estate of the 
Church. As the Lord's priests, they are to 
offer up those praises to God, that are His due 
from the other creatures; which praise Him 
indeed, yet cannot do it after the manner in 
which these priests do : therefore they are to 
offer, as it were, their sacrifices for them, as 

the priests did for the people 

He hath called you. As there are chains of 
eternal darkness upon damned spirits, which 
shall never be taken off, wherein they are said 
to be reserved unto the judgment of the great day ;* 
so there are chains of spiritual darkness upon 
the unconverted soul, that can be taken off by 
no other hand but the powerful hand of God. 
He calls the sinner to come forth, and withal 
causes, by the power of that His voice, the 
bolts and fetters to fall off, and enables the soul 
to come forth into the light. It is an operative 
word that effects what it bids, as that in the 
creation, God saidj Let there he light; and there 
was light : "f to which the Apostle hath reference 
when he says: Ood^ who commanded the light 

♦ Jude 6. t G^en. i. 3. 
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to shine out of darkness^ hath shinecl in our 
hearts* God calls man. He works with Hm 
indeed as with a reasonable creature, but surely, 
He likewise works as Himself, as an almighty 
Creator. He works strongly and sweetly, 
with an almighty easiness. One man may call 
another to this light ; and if there be no more, 
he may call long enough to no purpose ; as they 
tell of Mahomet's miracle that misgave, — ^he 
called a mountain to come to him, but it stirred 
not. But His call that shakes and removes the 
mountains, doth in a way known to Himself, 
turn and wind the heart which way He pleaseth. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful^ and is full oj 
majesty.^ If He speaks once to the heart, it 
cannot choose but follow Him, and yet most 
willingly chooses that. The workings of grace, 
(as oil, to which it is often compared), do in- 
sensibly and silently penetrate and sink into 
the soul, and dilate themselves through it. 
That word of His own calling, disentangles the 
heart from all its nets, as it did the disciples, 
to follow Christ 

Ver. 10. People of God. I will say to them^ 
* 2 Cor. iv. 6. t Ps. xxix. 4. 
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Timu art my people ; and they shall say^ Thou 
art my God.* That mutual interest and pos- 
session is the very foundation of all our comfort. 
He is the first chooser; He first says, My people; 
— calls them so, and makes them to be so : and 
then they say. My God. It is, therefore, a 
relation that shall hold, and shall not break, 
because it is founded upon His choice who 
changes not. The tenor of an external covenant 
with a people (as the Jews particularly found), 
is such as may be broken by man's unfaithful- 
ness, though God remain faithful and true; but 
the New Covenant of grace makes all sure on 
all hands, and cannot be broken ; the Lord not 
only keeping His own part, but likewise per- 
forming ours in us, and for us, and establishing 
us, that as He departs not from us first, so we 
shall not depart from Him. I will hetroth thee 
unto me for ever.^ It is an indissoluble marriage, 
that is not in danger of being broken either by 
divorce or death. 

My people. There is a treasure of instruction 
and comfort wrapped up in that word, not only 
more than the profane world can imagine (for 
they indeed know nothing at all about it), but 

♦ Hosea ii.23. t Hosea ii. 19. 
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more than thoy who are of that number are 
able to conceive of, — a deep nnfathomable. 
My people : they His portion, and He theirs. 
Ho accounts nothing of all the world beside 
thorn, and they nothing of all beside Him. 
For them Ho continues the world. Many and 
great arc the privileges of His people, contained 
in that great charter, the Holy Scriptures; and 
rich is that land where their inheritance lies : 
but all is in this reciprocal, that He is their 
God, All His power and wisdom are engaged 
for their good. How great and many soever 
are their enemies, they may well oppose this to 
all — Ho is their God. They are sure to be 
protected and prospered, and in the end to have 
full victory. Happy ^ then, is that people whose 
God is the Lord* 

Which had not obtained mercy. The mercies 
of the Lord to His chosen are from everlasting ; 
yet, so long as His decree of mercy runs hid, 
and is not discovered to them in the effects of 
it, they are said not to have received, or ob- 
tained mercy. When it begins to act and 
work in their effectual calling, then they find 
it to be theirs. It was in a secret way moving 

* Ps. cxKv. 16. 
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forward towards them before, as the sun after 
midnight is still coming nearer to ns, though 
we perceive not its approach till the dawning 
of the day. 

Mercy. Now, that we may be deeper in the 
sense and admiration of this mercy, it is indeed 
onr duty to seek earnestly after the evidence 
and strong assurance of it ; for things work on 
us according to our notice and apprehensions of 
them, and therefore, the more right assurance 
we have of mercy, the more love, and thank- 
fulness, and obedience, will spring from it. 
Therefore it is, that the Apostle here represents 
this great and happy change of estate to Chris- 
tians as a thing that they may know concerning 
themselves, and that they ought to seek the 
knowledge of, that so they may be duly affected 
with it. And it is indeed a happy thing, to 
have in the soul an extract of that great archive 
and act of grace towards it, that hath stood in 
heaven from eternity. It is surely both a very 
comfortable and a very profitable thing to find 
and to read clearly the seal of mercy upon the 
Boul, which is holiness, that.by which a man is 
marked by God, as a part of His peculiar 
possession that He hath chosen out of the 
world. And when we perceive any thing of 
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this, let US look back, as here the Apostle would 
have us to do, and reflect how God has called 
us out of darkness into His marvellous light. — 
Archlishop Leighton. 

1 Peter V. 8 — 11. Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour : (9) Whom resist stedfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same afflictions are 
accomplished in your brethren that are in the 
world. (10) But the God of all grace, who 
hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 
(11) To Him he glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Ver. 10. This prayer is groimded (as all 
prayer of faith must be) on the promise and 
covenant of God. He is the RocTt^ His work is 
perfect* He doth not begin a building and 
then leave it off; none of His designs break in 
the middle, or fall short of their end. He 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform 

* Deut. xxxii. 4. 
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it until the day of Jestis Chrisf^ And how 
often is He called the strength of those that 
trust in Him, their buckler, and His way 
perfect, j" 

Hence is the stability of grace, and per- 
severance of the saints; it is founded upon 
His unchangeableness. Not that they are 
unchangeable, though truly sanctified, if they 
and their graces were left to their own manage- 
ment: no, it is He who not only gives that 
rich portion to those He adopts to be His 
children, but keeps it for them, and them in 
the possession of it. He maintains the lot of 
our inheritance.^ And to build that persua. 
sion of perseverance upon His truth and power 
engaged in it, is no presumption; yea, it is 
high dishonour to Him to question it. 

The God of all grace : the God of imputed 
grace, of infused and increased grace, of fur- 
nished and assisting grace. The work of 
salvation is all grace from beginning to end. 
Free grace in the plot of it, laid in the counsel 
of God, and performed by His own hand all of 
it ; His Son sent in the flesh, and His Spirit 
sent into the hearts of His chosen, to apply 

* Phil. i. 6. t Ps. xviii. 30. J Ps. xvi. 5. 
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Christ. AU grace is in Him, the Uving spring 
of it, and flows from Him; all the various 
actings, and all the several degrees of grace. 

Now, for the further opening up of His 
riches, expressed in this title, The God of all 
grace^ there is added one great act of grace, 
which doth indeed include all the rest, for we 
have in it the beginning and the end of the 
work linked together ; the first effect of grace 
upon us, in effectual calling, and the last 
accomplishment of it in eternal glory : Who 
hath called us unto His eternal glory. 

This calling, I conceive, doth not simply 
mean the design of the Gospel in its general 
publication, wherein the outward call lies, that 
it holds forth, and sets before us, eternal glory 
as the result of grace ; but refers to the real 
bringing of a Christian to Christ, and uniting 
him with Christ, and so giving him a real and 
firm title to glory, such a caU as powerfaUy 
works grace in the soitl, and secures glory to 
the soul— gives it a right to that inheritance, 
and fits it for it — ^and sometimes gives it even 
the evidence and sweet assurance of it. This 
Qssuiance, indeed, aU the heirs of glory have 
not ordinarily within them, and scarcely any 
have at all times equally clear. Some travel 
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on in a covert, cloudy day, and get home by it, 
having so much light as to know their way, 
and yet do not at all clearly see the bright and 
full sunshine of clear assurance ; others have it 
breaking forth at times, and anon under a 
cloud ; and some have it more constantly. But 
as all meet in the end, so all agree in this in the 
beginning, that is, in the reality of the thing 
they are made unalterably sure heirs of it, in 
their effectual calling. 

And by this the Apostle advances his peti- 
tion for their support, and establishment, and 
advancement in the way of grace. The way of 
our calling to so high and happy an estate, did 
we apply our thoughts more to it, would work 
on us, and persuade us to a more suitable temper 
of mind and course of life ; would give us more 
noble and sublime thoughts, and ways above the 
world, and the stronger were our persuasion of 
it, the more strongly should we be thus per- 
suaded by it. And as it would thus prevail 
with us, so might we use it to prevaU wit\h 
God for all needful grace. . 

Eternal. Oh ! that adds much. Men woula 
have more reason so to affect and pursue the 
glory of the present world, such as it is, if it 
were lasting, if it stayed with them when they 
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have caught it, and they stayed with it to 
enjoy it. But how soon do they part ! They 
pass away, and the glory passes away, both as 
smoke. Our life itself is as a vapour. And as 
for all the pomp and magnificence of those that 
have the greatest outward glory, and make the 
fairest show — ^it is but a show — ^a pageant that 
goes through the street, and is seen no more. 
But this hath length of days with it — eternal 
glory! Oh, a thought of that swallows up all 
the grandeur of the world, and the noise of 
reckoning years and ages ! Had one man 
continued iSrom the Creation to the end of the 
world, at the top of earthly dignity and glory, 
admired by all, yet at the end, everlasting 
oblivion being the close, what a nothing were 
it to eternal glory ! 

Yer. 11. To Him he glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen. This praise looks par- 
ticularly back to the style in the prayer : The 
God of all grace ^ who hath called us unto His 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus. So many other 
mercies are not to be forgotten, but chiefly is 
He to be praised for that choicest of mercies. 
To His glory ^ who hath called us unto His ghry. 
Then, look through the work of saving His 
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chosen, so redeemed by the blood of His Son* 
His maintaining His own work in them against 
all surrounding enemies and oppositions, the 
advancing of it in the midst of them, and even 
by means of those oppositions, and bringing 
them safe to glory ; that perfecting and estab- 
lishment, as in the foregoing words. It is this 
which so affects the Apostle in the very entry 
of this Epistle, there he must break forth into 
praise : Blessed he the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christy which according to His ahun^ 
dant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope hy the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.^ He begins there in praise, and here 
he ends in it, and so encloses all within that 
Divine circle. — Archhisliop Leighton. 



♦ 1 Pet. i. 3. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETEE. 

2 Peter i. 1 — 11. Simon Peter, a servant 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that 
have obtained like precious faith with us 
through the righteousness of God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ: (2) Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord, (3) According 
as His di^dne power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue : (4) Whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises : that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through lust. (5) 
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 

(6) And to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience ; and to patience godliness ; 

(7) And to godliness brotherly kindness ; and 
to brotherly kindness charity. (8) For if 
these tilings be in yon, and abonnd, they make 
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you that ye shall neither he barren nor utifruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(9) But he that lacketh these things is blind, 
and cannot see afar oflf, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his old sins. (10) 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure : for if 
ye do these things, ye shall never fall : (11) 
For so an entrance shall be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Ver. 3. Further, this is a matter of great 
comfort unto the godly, that in the midst of so 
many temptations, snares, impediments, amongst 
which we walk, not only the safety of our 
souls, and security of our eternal salvation; 
but even our present condition in this life, our 
conversion, our obedience, all our pious pur- 
poses of heart, all the progress we make in a 
holy conversation; do not depend upon the 
weakness and uncertainty of a human will, but 
upon the infallible truth, the constant promise, 
the immutable purpose, the invincible power, 
the free love, the absolute grace, the onmipotent 
wisdom and working of God, who doth what- 
soever He pleaseth both in heaven and earth, 
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and worketh all things by the counsel of His 
own will, " I the Lord change not, therefore 
the sons of Jacob are not consumed."* We 
poor and weak men change with every wind ; 
strong to-day, and weak to-morrow ; running 
forward to-day, and revolting as fast to-morrow; 
no hold to be taken of our promises, no trust 
to be given to our covenants. Like Peter on the 
water, we walk one step, and we sink another. 
All our comfort is this, our strength and 
standing is not founded in ourselves, but in 
the rock whereon we are built, and in the 
power of God, by which we are kept through 
faith unto salvation, out of whose hands 
none are able to pluck us ; our very actions 
are wrought in us, and carried on unto 
their end by the power of Christ, who hath 
mercy, wisdom, and strength enough to rescue 
us, as iSrom the power of hell and death, so 
from the danger of our own sickly and froward 
hearts. — Bishop Reynolds.^ 

Yer. 10. With regard to yourselves. Secret 
things belong to God ; your business is with 
what is revealed. Some put the word of 

* Mai. iii. 6 f Sermon 6. 
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salyation from them perversely, and think, If 
the Lord designs me for eternal life, He wiU 
call me in His own time ; till then I will go on 
in my sins. Those who can reason thus, and 
take encouragement to persist in wickeiiess, 
from the consideration of the power and efficacy 
of God's grace, do thereby avow themselves to 
be Satan's wiUing servants. But he terrifies 
many on whom he cannot thus prevail, with 
representing to them, that, let them do what 
they will, it is all in vain; unless the Lord 
has chosen them, notwithstanding any good 
beginnings they may hope he has wrought in 
them, they will come to nothing at last. It is 
your business to give all diligence to make 
your calling sure. If, by a humble waiting 
upon God, you are enabled to have your 
conversation according to the Gospel, listen 
not to vain and perplexing reasonings, but 
commit yourself to the mercy and guidance of 
the Lord; and He, in His good time, will 
enable you to see, and to say, that it is not in 
vain to trust in Him. Your path shaU be Uke 
the advancing light, that shineth more and 
more imto the perfect day. — Rev. John Newton* 

* Sermon 2. 
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Ver. 10. To a natural man, it would seem 
an odd iind of reasoning that of the apostle : 
It is God which tvorketh in you loth to will 
and to do of His good pleasure:* therefore 
(would he think) you may save labour, you may 
sit still, and not work, or, if you work, you 
may work fearlessly, being so sure of His help: 
but the apostle is of another mind ; his inference 
is, therefore, tvork out your otvn salvation^ and 
work it, with fear and trembling !'\ 

But he that hath assurance of salvation, why 
should he fear ? If there is truth in his assur- 
ance, nothing can disappoint him, not sin itself. 
It is true ; but it is no less true, that if he do 
not fear to sin, there is no truth in his 
assurance : it is not the assurance of faith, but 
the mispersuasion of a secure and profane mind. 
Suppose it so, that the sins of a godly man 
cannot be such as to cut him short of that 
salvation whereof he is assured ; yet they may 
be such as for a time will deprive him of that 
assurance, and not only remove the comfort he 
hath in that, but let in horrors and anguish of 
conscience in its stead. ... No man would 
willingly hazard himself upon a fall that may 

* Phil. ii. 13. t Phil. ii. 12. 
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break his leg, or some other bone ; though he 
could be made sure that he should not break 
his neck, or that his life were not at all in 
danger, and that he should be perfectly cured, 
yet, the pain and trouble of such a hurt would 
scare him, and make him wary and fearful 
when he walks in danger. — Archbishop Leigh- 
ton.^ 

Vers. 10, 11. It is our office, therefore, to 
see we exclude not ourselves from the general 
grace promised to all men. It is not a Chris- 
tian man's part to attribute his salvation to 
his own free will, with the Pelagian,f and 

♦ On 1 Peter i. 17. 

t Article IX. — Of Original or Birth-sin. Original 
sin standeth not in the following of Adam, (as the 
Pelagians do vainly talk ;) but is the fault and corrup- 
tion of the nature of every man, that naturally is 
ingendered of the offspring o{ Adam ; whereby man 
is very far gone from original righteousness, and is of 
his own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth 
always contrary to the Spirit ; and therefore in every 
person bom into this world, it deserveth God's wrath 
and damnation. And this infection of nature doth 
remain, yea in them that are regenerated ; whereby 
the lust of the flesh, called in Greek, (ppowifxac (jaqxh, 
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extenuate original sin ; nor to make God the 
author of ill and our damnation, with the 
Maniohee ; nor yet to say, God hath written 
fatal laws, as the Stoic, and with necessity of 
destiny violently puUeth one by the hair into 
heaven, and thrusteth the other headlong into 
hell. But ascertain thyseK by the Scripture, 
what be the causes of reprobation and what of 
election. 

The cause of rejection or damnation is sin 
in man, which will not hear, neither receive 
the promise of the Gospel ; or else, after be 
hath received it, by accustomed doiQg of ill he 
fall either in a contempt of the Gospel, and will 
not study to live thereafter, or else hateth the 
Gospel because it condemneth his ungodly 
life, and would there were neither God nor 
Gospel to punish him for doing of ill. This 
sentence is true, howsoever man judge of 
predestination: God is not the cause of sin, 



which some do expound the wisdom, some sensuality, 
some the affection, some the desire, of the flesh, is not 
subject to the law of God. And although there is no 
condemnation for them that believe and are baptised, 
yet the Apostle doth confess, that concupiscence and 
lust hath of itself the nature of sin. 
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nor would have man to sin, (Ps. v.) Non 
DeuB volens iniquitatem tu es, that is to say, 
" Thou art not the God that willeth sin."* 
Osee xiii. it is said, "Thy perdition, 
Israel, is of thyself, and thy succour only of 
me." 

The cause of our election is the mercy of 
God in Chrisif Howbeit, he that will be 
partaker of this election must receive the 
promise in Christ by faith. For therefore we 
be elected, because afterward we are made the 
members of Christ.J Therefore, as in the 
justification or remission of sin there is a 
cause, though no dignity at all, in the receiver 
of his justification ; even so we judge him by 
the Scripture to be justified, and hath remission 
of his sin, because he received the grace pro- 
mised in Christ: so we judge of election by 
the event or success that happeneth in the 
life of man, those only to be elected that by 
feith apprehend the mercy promised in Christ. 
Otherwise we should not judge of election. 
For Paul saith plainly, || that "they that be 

* Ps. T. 4. t Rom. ix. 16. J Eph. i. ; Rom. viii. 

II Bom. viii. 
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led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God;" and that "the Spirit of God doth 
testify with our spirits that we are the chil- 
dren of God." — Bishop Hooper.* 

* " Early Writings," p. 263-4. 
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FIKST EPISTLE GENERAL OF 

ST. JOHN. 

1 John ii. 18, 19. Little childi'en, it is the 
last time : and as ye have heard that Antichrist 
shall come, even now are there many Anti- 
christs ; whereby we know that it is the last 
time. (19) They went out from us, but they 
were not of us ; for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued with us : 
but they went outy that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us. 

These Antichrists did not arise from among 
such as had before been avowed unbelievers ; 
but they were professed Christians, who sepa- 
rated from the Church, and became leaders of 
heretical sects, contrary to the doctrine of the 
apostles, and derogatory to the honour of 
Christ. " They went out from" the disciples, 
having been admitted to outward fellowship 
with tiiem ; but they had not " been of them," 
as regenerated persons, and living members of 
the body of Christ ; for if this had been the 



158 FIEST EPISTLB OF JOHN. 

case, they "would have continued with them;'* 
as the Lord would not have "sent them a 
strong delusion," but would "have put His 
fear into their hearts, that they should not 
depart from Him," according to the engage- 
ment of His everlasting covenant to all true 
believers. As, however, they had not "re- 
ceived the love of the truth," along with the 
knowledge of it; they had been left to the 
pride and lusts of their hearts, and to the 
artifices of Satan, to be deceived into fatal 
heresies, and to separate from the Churches of 
Christ, that it might evidently appear, that 
those who professed the Gospel were not all 
true disciples. Thus the Church was purified; 
and true Christians were approved, and rendered 
more watchful and humble; whilst the dis- 
tinction between them and hypocrites was 
more strongly marked. — Rev. T. Scott 

"The unction from the Holy One" alone 
can teach that knowledge which will surely 
preserve a man from all delusions ; and when 
we are thu8 established in the great truths of 
the Gospel; we shall know "that no lie is of 
the truth ;" and shall therefore disregard the 
eloquence, learning, ingenuity, and coi^dence, 
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of those who contradict the Bible; and be 
satisfied with opposing the express testimony 
of the truth itself to their well-varnished and 
ably-defended falsehoods — Rev. T. Scott* 

Every error in things appertaining unto God 
is repugnant unto faith ; every fearful cogita. 
tion unto hope; unto love, every straggling, 
inordinate desire ; unto hoUness, every blemish 
wherewith either the inward thoughts of our 
minds, or the outward actions of our lives are 
stained. But heresy, such as that of Ebion, 
Cerinthus, and others against whom the 
apostles were forced to bend themselves, both 
by word and also by writing ; that repining 
discouragement of heart which tempteth God, 
whereof we have Israel in the desert for a 
pattern ; coldness such as that in the angels of 
Ephesus ; foul sins, known to be expressly 
agaiost the first and second table of the law, 
such as Noah, Manasseh, David, Solomon, and 
Peter committed : these are each in their kind 
so opposite to the former virtues, that they 
leave no place for salvation without an actual 
repentance. But infidelity, extreme despair, 

♦ " Practical Observations." 
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hatred of God and all goodness, obduration in 
sin, can stand where there is bnt the least 
spark of faith, hope, love, and sanctity ; even 
as cold, in the lowest degree, cannot be, where 
heat in the highest degree is found. Where- 
upon I conclude, that although in the first 
kind, no man liveth which sinneth not, and in 
the second, as perfect as any do live, may sin : 
yet still the man which is bom of God hath a 
promise, that in him the seed of God shall abide* 
which seed is a sure preservative against the 
sins which are of the third suit ; greater and 
clearer assurance we cannot have of anything, 
than of this, that from such sins God shall 
preserve the righteous, as the apple of His 
eye, for ever. Directly to deny the foundation 
of faith is plain infidelity; where faith is 
entered, there infidelity is for ever excluded : 
therefore by him which hath once sincerely 
believed in Christ, the foundation of Christian 
faith can never be directly denied. — Rev. R. 
HooJcer.^ 

1 John iv. 1 3 — 1 9 . Hereby know we that we 

* 1 John iii. 9. 
t Sermon on Justification. 
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dwell in Him, and He in us, because He 
hath given us of His Spirit. (14) And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father sent 
the Son to he the Saviour of the world. (15) 
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
(16) And we have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love ; and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. (17) Herein is our love made 
perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment r because as He is, so are we in 
this world. (18) There is no fear in love ; 
but perfect love casteth out fear : because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth is not made 
perfect in love. (19) We love Him, because 
He first loved us. 

Ver. 18. There is a fear which children have 
towards their parents, and a fear of servants 
towards their masters. God will be feared of 
us as children, but not as servants; or if as 
servants, not as slaves. The believing Chris- 
tian, the regenerate child of God, who through 
faith in Christ is certain of his deliverance from 
the devil and from hell, assured of remission 
of sins and of life everlasting in the death and 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ our Saviour, he 
serveth in the reverent fear of love, and not 
in that dreadful fear of death and everlasting 
damnation, wherewith the reprobate mind is 
daunted. He feareth not death, for he is sure 
of life: he feareth not damnation, for he is 
assured of salvation : he believeth that which 
Christ hath promised, and doubteth nothing of 
the obtaining of that which Christ hath pro- 
cured for him. He is surely persuaded with 
St. Paul, that " neither death, nor life, nor 
tribulation, nor affiction, nor anything present, 
or to come, shall separate him from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus."* He feareth 
therefore neither the sting of death,f nor the 
power of Satan. But this certainty of God's 
love towards him in Christ, and the testimony 
of his love towards God again, casteth out all 
fear of eternal punishment. "For ye have 
not," saith the Apostle, " received again the 
spirit of bondage unto fear ; but ye have re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, by which we cry, 
Abba, Father.^J This Spirit testifieth with 
our spirit, that God is our gracious Father ; 
and if He our Father, we His children ; and if 

♦ Rom. viii. 38. t 1 Cor. xy. 55. $ Rom. viii. Ifi. 
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His children, heirs of His glorious kingdom. 
The preaching of the law letteth us see our sin, 
but no remedy against the sting thereof; so 
that it maketh us fear, and with trembling 
look for the reward of sin, which is everlasting 
death. But the Spirit of adoption by the 
preaching of the Gospel telleth us that in Christ 
we have remission of sins ; we are reconciled 
unto God, and adopted by Him ; we are His 
chosen children, and may boldly and joyfully 
call Him Father. And this certainty of our 
salvation the Spirit of God testifieth to our 
spirit, whereby we put away all servile fear of 
punishment, being assured of God^s constant 
favour and eternal love towards us ; who never 
leaveth unfinished that which He hath begun, 
nor forsaketh him whom He hath chosen. 

Therefore dangerous and desperate is that 
doctrine of the Papists which doth teach us 
ever to be doubtful and in suspense of our 
salvation. A lamentable, discomfortable, and 
miserable estate. — Archbishop Sandys.* 

Ver. 19. We love, saith he, because He 
first hvedus. Therefore, that we loved, came 

* The tenth Sermon. Preached at his first coming 
to Yotk. 
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of this, that we were beloved. It is altogether 
the gift of God, to love God. That He was 
beloved was His own gift, who, not being 
beloved, loved us. When we were displeasing, 
we were loved, that so there should be that 
in us whereby we might be pleasing. For we 
should not love the Son, except we loved the 
Father also. The Father loveth us because we 
love the Son ; since of Father and Son we have 
received it that we love both Father and Son : 
for He that sheddeth abroad love in our hearts, 
is the Spirit of them both, by which Spirit we 
love both the Father and the Son, and which 
Spirit we love together with the Father and 
the Son. Our pious love therefore wherewith 
we worship God, God made, and saw that it is 
good: for therefore loved He what Himself 
made. But in us He would not have made 
what He should love, unless He had loved us 
before He made it. — St. Augustine* 

1 John V. 4, 5, 10—13, 18. For whatso- 
ever is bom of God overcometh the world : 
and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. (5) Who is He that 

* On John xvi. 27. Sermons, vol. 2, p. 939. 



DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. l65 

overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God ? 

Ver. 10. He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made Him a liar; 
because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of His Son. (11) And this is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son. (12) He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life. " (13) 
These things have I written unto you that be- 
lieve on the name of the Son of God ; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

Ver. 18. We know that whosoever is bom 
of God sinneth not ; but he that is begotten of 
God keepeth himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not. 

Ver. 4. Ye therefore, my brethren, which 
pertain unto Christ, and have the seal of God 
marked on your foreheads,* that is to wit, are 
sealed up with the earnest of the Spirit to be 
a peculiar people unto God, quit yourselves 

* Apoc. vii. 3. 
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like men, and be strong ; for He iliat is in us, 
is stronger than he which is in the world : and 
ye know, " that all that is bom of God otbt- 
cometh the world, and this is our victory that 
overcometh the world, even our Mth." Let 
the word fret, let it rage never so much, be it 
never so cruel and bloody ; yet be ye sure that 
no man can take us out of the Father's hands, 
for He is greater than all: "who hath not 
spared His own Son, but hath given him to 
death for us all ; and therefore how shall He 
not with Him give us all things also ? Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that justifieth : who shall then con- 
demn ? It is Christ that is dead, yea rather, 
which is risen again, who is also at the right 
hand of God, and maketh request also for us. 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? 
Shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword ?" The rest ye 
know, brethren. We are certainly persuaded 
with St. Paul, by the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that no kind of thing shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, Which thing that it 
may come to pass, by the grace and mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to the comfort both of 
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you and of us all, as we for our parts will con- 
tinually, God willing, pray for you ; so, dear 
brethren in the Lord, with all earnest and 
hearty request, we beseech you, even in the 
bowels of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye will 
not cease to pray for us. Fare ye well, dear 
brethren. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all evermore, Amen. 

Yours in the Lord, 

Nicholas Kidley.* 

Objection. But you will say. That as lie that 
is to-day holy may to-morrow forsake his holiness^ 
and become impure ; as a friend may change his 
mind, and be made an enemy ; as hope may 
wither ; so faith may die in the heart of man, the 
Spirit may be quenched, grace may be extinguished, 
they which believe may be quite turned away from 
the truth. 

Solution. The case is clear, long experience 
hath made this manifest, it needs no proof. I 
grant we are apt, prone, and ready to forsake 
God ; but is God as ready to forsake us ? Our 

* Letter addressed, " To the brethren which con- 
stantly cleave unto Christ, in suffering aiffiction with 
Him, and for His sake."— Works, p. 349—352. 
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minds are changeable; is His so likewise? 
Whom God hath justified, hath not Christ 
assured, that it is His Father^ s will to give Him 
a kingdom ? Notwithstanding, it shall not be 
otherwise given them, than if they continue 
grounded * and stablished in the faith, and be 
not moved away from the hope of the Gospel ; 
if they abide in love and holiness.^ Our Saviour 
therefore when He spake of the sheep effectu- 
ally called, and truly gathered into His fold, 
said, I give unto them eternal life^ and they shall 
never perish^ neither shall any pluck them out of 
my hands.X I^ promising to save them, He 
promised, no doubt, to preserve them in that, 
without which there can be no salvation, as 
also from that whereby it is irrecoverably lost 
—Rev. jB, Hooker.\ 



Ver. 18. The Apostle had before observed 
that none, "who had been bom of God," could 
''work or practise sin;" and he here added that 
none of them were left to commit the unpar- 
donable sin: for though such apostates "had 
gone out from them, they had not been of 

* Col. i. 13. t 1 Tim. ii. 15. { John x. 2. 
II Sermon on Justification. 
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them.''* The man who, as "bom of God,'' 
does not allow himself in any sin, but T^^atches 
and prays, in faith, fear, and love, to be pre- 
served from temptation, or supported under it, 
"keeps Himself," by the Holy Spirit, out of 
the way of this fatal transgression: so that 
" the wicked one," by whom hypocrites and 
formalists are overcome and induced to aposta- 
tise, is not allowed access to him, or can make 
no impression on him. — Rev. T. Scott 



♦ 1 John li. 19. 
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EEVELATION OF ST. JOHN THE 

DIVINE. 

Eevelation vii. 1 — 4. And after these things 
I saw four angels standing on the fonr comers 
of the earth, holding the fonr winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the 
earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. (2) And 
I saw another angel ascending from the east, 
having the seal of the living God: and he 
cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to 
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the 
sea, (3) Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither 
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in their foreheads. (4) And 
I heard the number of them which were sealed : 
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children 
of Israel. 

Eevelation xiv. 1 — 3. And I looked, and, 
lo, a Lamb stood on the Moimt Sion, and with 
Him an hundred forty and four thousand, 
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having His Father's name written in their 
foreheads. (2) And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many ifmters, and as 
liie voice of a great thunder : and I heard the 
voice of harpers harping with their harps: 
(3) And they sung as it were a new song 
before the throne, and, before the four beasts, 
and the elders : and no man could learn that 
song but the hundred and forty and four 
thousand, which were redeemed from the 
earth. 

Eevelation vii. 2 — 4. I saw another angel, 
even the great Angel of the Covenant, Christ 
Jesus, ascending up from the eastern coast, 
where Jerusalem stood ; who, by virtue of His 
Mediatorship, had in His hand that seal, or 
mark of the living God, which in His eternal 
decree is set upon His elect, and to a gracious 
protection till then : who did, by the mighty 
voice of His "Word, command these four angels 
.... saying. Hold your hands, etc.— -Bishop 
HaU. 

Compare the Collect for All Saints' Day; "O 
Almighty God, who hast knit together Thine 
elect in one communion and fellowship, in the 
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mystical body of Thy Son Christ our Lord : " 
where the sense of the word elect^ as meant by 
our Church, is fixed by its choice of the very 
passage under consideration for the Gospel, I 
mean Apocalypse vii. 2, etc., with its 144,000 
sealed ones, and its palm-bearing company. — 
Rev. E. B. Elliott:^ 

Eev. xiv. 1. As regards the primary symbol 
depicted in vision, its direct and evidently 
intended contrast to that previously depicted 
in Apoc. xiii. will doubtless at once strike the 
reader ; — ^The one that of Antichrist as a wild 
beast, the Dragon's creature and substitute; 
with a lamb-personating Priesthood in attend- 
ance, to assist him in playing off his part as a 
God on earth, and a usurper of Christ's 
functions, titles, offices, prerogatives, an4 
dignity; with Babylon, the seven-hilled 
Babylon, for his capital and throne; and all 
the world wondering after him, worshipping his 
image, and receiving the impress of his mark 
and name : — the other that of Christ, the true 
Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, the citadel of 
the city which was David's royal seat in former 

♦ Vol. 1, pp. 317, 318 : Note. 
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times, and type, under a better dispensation, 
of Christ's own royalty and the polity of the 
saints ; with the little company of the 144,000, 
marked with His own name* and His Father's 
on their foreheads, gathering round Him as 
their King : — ^while, at the same time, the sad 
and desolated appearance of the lower slope 
of the holy city adjacent, and the treading of 
the adjacent outer and even inner temple-court 
by the Gentile adherents of the Beast, testified 
further probably, at the opening of the vision, 
to the success thus far of the Beast Anti- 
christ's usurpation. . . . And, as St. John must 
be looked upon as having seen there visions in 
the character of a symbolic man^ representative 
of the apostolic line of true Christian ministers^ 
through the seras successively depicted, so here 
too the truth of the prefigurative vision appears 
distinctly on the page of history. For assuredly 
from the time of the first establishment of the 
Papacy, it was with Christ's servants the averted 
view from the Papal Antichrist, and his pseudo- 
Christian priesthood and mundane Catholic 
Church, to Christ, the Lamb of God, and His 
true spiritual Church of the faithful in hearty 

* Rev. vii. 3 ; xxii. 4. 
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whose names are written in heaven, known to 
Christ distinctively from others, though not 
so known to men, the blessed company of all 
true believers, — I say it was the clear fixed 
view of this which, more perhaps than anything 
else, was their preservative from absorption by 
the ever-increasing power, as well as errors and 
seductions, of the great apostacy. Already, 
ere the completion of the apostacy, and mani- 
festation of the Papal Antichrist, we have 
seen that a revelation of the true Church of 
Christ, distinctively from the professing, with 
reference to its origin, character, and destiny, 
had been communicated from above, through the 
teaching and ministry of the great Augustine: 
nor was it ever lost sight of afterwards by the 
really faithful, from the earliest Papal times, 
down to the depths of the middle age. At 
which later epoch, together with this continued 
view of Christ and His Church of the 144,000, 
a clearer and distincter view was also obtained, 
and never thenceforth abandoned, of Papal 
Borne as nothing less than the apocalyptic 
Babylon, or city of Antichrist^ in direct opposi- 
tion to Zion the ideal city of Christ. — Rev. E. 
B. Elliott* 

* Vol. 3, pp. 307—309. 
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Eev. xvii. 8, 12—14. (8) The beast that 
thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall ascend 
out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition : 
and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, 
whose names were not written in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world, when 
they behold the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is. CI 2) And the ten horns which thou 
Lest are ten kings, which have received no 
kingdom as yet ; but receive power as kings 
one hour with the beast. (13) These have one 
mind, and shall give their power and strength 
unto the beast. (14) These shall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them : for He is Lord of lords, and King of 
kings : and they that are with Him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful.* 

Eev. xxi. 9—12, 21—27. (9) And there 
came unto me one of the seven angels which 
had the seven vials full of the seven last 
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come 
hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's 
wife. (10) And he carried me away in the 
spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed 
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 

* xXr}roi xai eicXExroi )cai TncroL 
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descending out of heaven from God, (11) 
Having the glory of God : and her light wob 
like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal; (12) And had 
a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names 
written thereon, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel : 

Ver. 21. And the twelve gates were twelve 
pearls ; every several gate was of one pearl : 
and the street of the city was pure gold, as it 
were transparent glass. (22) And I saw no 
temple therein : for the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are the temple of it. (23) And 
the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. (24) And the nations of them which 
are saved shall walk in the light of it : and the 
kings of the earth do bring their glory and 
honour into it. (25) And the gates of it shall 
not be shut at all by day : for there shall be no 
night there. (26) And they shall bring the 
glory and honour of the nations into it. (27) 
And there shall in no wise enter into it any- 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
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abomination, or maketh a lie : but they which 
are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

The spring of all the dignities of a Christian, 
and therefore the great motive of all his duties, 

is his near relation to Jesus Christ The 

whole Church is the spouse of Christ, and 
each believing soul hath the same title and 
dignity to be called so: thus each of these 
stones is called a whole temple, the temple oj 
the Holy Ghost;* though taking the Temple 
or Building in a completed sense, they are but 
each one a part, or a stone of it, as here f it is 

expressed Now the whole building is 

Christ mystical, Christ together with the entire 
body of the elect. He, as the foundation, and 
they as the stones built upon Him ; He, the 
living stone, and they likewise by union 
with Him, living stones ; He, having life in 
Himself as He speaks,^ and they deriving it 
from Him ; He, primitively living, and they, 
by participation. For therefore is He called 
here § a living stone^ not only because of His 
immortality, and glorious resurrection, being a 

• 1 Cor. vi. 19. t 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. } John v. 26. 

§ 1 Pet. ii. 4. 
N 
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Lamb that was slain and is alive again for ever,* 
but because He is the principle of spiritual and 
eternal life unto us, a living foundation that 
transfuses this life into the whole building, and 
every stone of it, In whom^ says the Apostle, all 
the luilding fitly framed together^ groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord.^ It is the Spirit 
that flows from Him, which enUvens it, and 
knits it together, as a living body; for the 
same word wvaf)/xoXoyot/iX6vov is used (Eph. iv. 16) 
for the Church under the similitude of a body. 
When it is said to be huilt upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets^ % it only refers to 
their doctrine concerning Christ; and there- 
fore it is added, that He, as being the subject 
of their doctrine, is the chief comer stone. The 
foundation, then, of the Church, lies not in 
Eome, but in heaven, and therefore is out of 
the reach of all enemies, and above the power 
of the gates of hell. Fear not, then, when you 
see the storms arise, and the winds blow 
against this spiritual building, for it shall 
stand ; it is built upon an invisible, immove- 
able Eock; and that great Babylon, Eome 
itself, that imder the false title and pretence 

♦ Eev. V. 12 ; i. 18. t Eph. ii. 21. J Eph. ii. 20. 
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of supporting this building, is working to over- 
throw it, shall be utterly overthrown, and laid 
equal with the ground, and never be rebuilt 
again. 

But this Foundation-stone, as it is com- 
mended by its quality, that it is a living and 
enlivening stone, having life, and giving life 
to those that are built on it, so it is also 
further described by God's choosing it, and by 
its own worth ; in both opposed to men's dises- 
teem, and therefore it is said here* to be cJiosen 
of God and precious. God did indeed from 
Eternity contrive this building, and choose 
this same foundation, and accordingly in the 
fulness of time, did perform His purpose ; so 
the thing being one, we may take it either for 
His purpose, or the performance of it, or both ; 
yet it seems most suitable to the strain of the 
words, and to the place after alleged, in respect 
to laying Him in Sion, and opposing the rejec- 
tion of men, that we take it for God's actual 
employing of Jesus Christ in the work of our 
redemption. He alone was fit for that work ; 
it was utterly impossible that any other should 
bear the weight of that service, and so of this 

♦ 1 Pet. ii. 4. 
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building, but He who was Almighty. There- 
fore the Spouse calls him the chiefest^ or choice 
among ten thousand^* yet He was rejected of 
men.'\' There is an antipathy (if we may so 
speak) betwixt the mind of God and corrupt 
nature ; the things that are highly esteemed of 
men, are an abomination to God ; and thus we 
see here, that which is highly esteemed with 
God, is cast out and disallowed { by men. But 
surely there is no comparison; the choosing 
and esteem of God stands ; and by that (judge 
men of Christ as they will) He is the founda- 
tion of this building. And He is in true value 
answerable to this esteem : He is precious ; 
which seems to signify a kind of inward wortii, 
hidden from the eyes of men, blind and un- 
believing men, but well known to God, and to 
those to whom He reveals Him. And this is 
the very cause of His rejection by most, the 
ignorance of His worth and excellency ; as a 
precious stone that the skilful lapidary esteems 
of much worth, an ignorant beholder makes 
little or no account of. 

These things hold likewise in the other 
stones of this building ; they, too, are chosen 

• Cant. V. 10. t Isa- hii- 3. } 1 Pet. ii. 4. 
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before time ; all that should be of this build- 
ing, fore-ordained in God's purpose, all written 
in that book beforehand; and then, in due 
time, they are chosen by actual calling, accord- 
ing to that purpose, hewed out and severed by 
God's own hand, out of the quarry of corrupt 
nature : dead stones in themselves, as the rest, 
but made living, by His bringing them to 
Christ, and so made truly precious^ and 
accounted precious by Him who hath made 
them so. All the stones in this building are 
called God's jewels.* Though they be vilified, 
and scoffed at, and despised by men, though 
they pass for fools, and the refuse of the world, 
yet they may easily digest all that, in the 
comfort of this, if they are chosen of God, and 
precious in His eyes. This is the very lot of 
Christ, and therefore by that the more wel- 
come, that it conforms them to Him, — suits 
these stones to their foundation Con- 
sider this as your happiness, to form part of 
this building, and consider the unsolidness of 
other comforts and privileges. If some have 
called those stones happy, that were taken for 
the building of temples or altars, beyond those 

* Mai iii. 17. 
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in common houses, how true is it here ! Happy 
indeed the stones that God chooses to be living 
stones in this spiritual temple, though they be 
hammered and hewed to be polished for it, by 
afflictions and the inward work of mortification 
and repentance. It is worth the enduring of 
all, to be fitted for this building. Happy they, 
beyond all the rest of men, though they be set 
in never so great honours, as prime parts of 
politic buildings, (states and kingdoms), in the 
courts of kings, yea, or kings themselves. For 
all other buildings, and all the parts of them, 
shall be demolished and come to nothing, from 
the foundation to the cope-stone : all your 
houses, both cottages and palaces ; the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat^ the earth also and all 
the works that are therein shall be burned up ; as 
our Apostle hath it.* But this spiritual 
building shall grow up to heaven ; and being 
come to perfection, shall abide for ever in 
perfection of beauty and glory. In it shall be 
found no unclean thing, nor unclean person, 
but only they which are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. — Archbishop Leighton.'\ 

♦ 2 Pet. iil. 10. t On 1 Pet. li. 4, 5. 
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Absurd (It is most) to give any reason of Divine will 
without Himself . . • . 121, 135 

Adopted children (God exercises a much greater 
care over His) than the best father can have 
over the best child in the world : for He suffers 
not that anything shall come to pass, either on. 
high in heaven, or beneath on earth, which shall 
not be for their good and great profit . 2 

Allegiance (Having sworn) to God, there can be but 
one common interest to Him and to you, and you 
are therefore boimd to promote that interest to 
the uttermost, in Sis own way ... -21 

Apostasy (Ere the completion of the), and manifestation 
of the Papal Antichrist, a revelation of the true 
Church of Christ, distinctively from the professing, 
with reference to its origin, character, and destiny, 
had been communicated from above, through the 
teaching and ministry of the great Augustine : 
nor was it ever lost sight of afterwards by the 
really faithful, from the earliest Papal times down 
to the depth of the middle age . . . 174 
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Appointment (The) of the Eternal Son of the Father, 
as the Surety of fallen man, in the Divine fore- 
knowledge, is the source of all the hopes and 
comforts of God's people .... 83 

Article ix. — Of Original or Birth Sin; p. 153* 
Article x. — Of Free Will; p. 8. Article xiii. — 
Of Works before Justification; p. 88. Article 
xvii. — Of Predestination and Election; p. 64. 
Article xxix. — Of TJie Wicked which eat not the 
Body of Christ in the use of the Lord^s Supper ; 
p. 33. Article xxxv. — Of Homilies; p. 89. 

Assurance of God's love for us will assist us in all 
duties ; arm us against all temptations ; answer all 
objections that can be made against the soul's 
peace ; and will sustain us in all conditions which 
the saddest of times can bring us unto. . 106 

Assurance (The more right) we have of mercy, the 
more love, and thankfulness, and obedience will 
spring from it 141 

Augustine — eminent as a Christian teacher in every 
point of view, was eminent most of all for his 
advocacy of the grand gospel-principle, that it is 
to God's free grace in Christ Jesus, that man is 
indebted, from first to last, simply and alone, fox 
salvation 28, note. 

Beginning (From the) to the end of our salvation, 
nothing is primarily active but free grace . 103 
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Believers^ finding the stream of grace in their hearts, 
though they see not the fountain whence it flows, 
nor the ocean into which it returns, yet they know 
that it hath its source, and shall return to that 
ocean which ariseth from their eternal election, 
and shall empty itself into that eternity of happi- 
ness and salvation 124 

Benefit (As no) is saving unto us which does not 
proceed ifrom love in Him, so no duty is pleasing 
unto Him which does not proceed from love in us. 

106 

Blessed for ever and ever be that mother's child, 
whose faith hath made him the child of God. 42 

Beware of blaspheming or perverting these doctrines 
of grace which are so evidently contained in 
Scripture 25, 26 

Beware of vain attempts to vindicate the ways of 
God 4,5 

Call (God's) that shakes and removes the mountains, 
doth, in a way known to Himself, turn and wind 
the heart which way He pleaseth . . 138 

Calleth (If any man come when God) it is because 
His grace which calleth, draweth. . .91 

Called (They who are) with a heavenly call, though 
they do resist, yet they do not resist finally, 8 

Calling (Make your) sure, and by that your election, 
for that being done, this follows of itself . 125 
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Cannot (We) of ourselves so mucli as think of naming 
Christy if to think of naming Him be a good 
thought 91 

Care not who is displeased with you for the things 
wherewith you have reason to apprehend that 
God is pleased 18 

Cautions (The) of the Apostle in Romans xi. are 
decisive against all attempts at compromise 
between the two antagonist hypotheses of sal- 
vation by God's free grace, and salvation by 
man's meritorious works 74 

Chains (There are) of spiritual darkness upon the 
imcon verted soul, that can be taken off by no 
other hand, but the powerful hand of God. 137 

Choosing, or the severing of believers from the rest 
is no other than the execution or performance of 
God's eternal decree ; God's framing of His 
building being just according to the idea of it 
which was in His mind and purpose before all 
time 136 

Chooser (God is the first :) He first says, My people; 
calls them so; and makes them so; and then 
they say. My God. It is therefore a relation 
that shall hold, and shall not break, because it 
is foimded upon His choice who changes not. 139 

Chosen (Christ's people are) out of the world, that 
they might themselves be a world believing and 
knowing that Christ was sent by God the Father, 
that so there should be a world delivered out of 
the world, that the world to be reconciled to God 
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should not be condemned with the world which 
is utterly at enmity 47 

Christ (It is the Spirit that flows from) which gives 
life to the Church, and knits it together as a 
living body 178 

Christ and Antichrist contrasted. . . . 172 

Christ is present with His holy elected people to the 
end of the worid, leading and governing them 
with His Holy Spirit. . . . .12 

Christian (A) at the best is but a stranger here, and 
it is his privilege that he is so. . . . 118 

Church (The) of Christ is His body mystical 82, 33, 177 

Collect for All Saints' Day . . . .171 

„ in Burial Service x 

„ in Communion Service . . . .33 

Commands (God) us to do thatj which of ourselves we 
are not able to do : that, seeing our want, we may 
crave His grace and help 100 

Continue (K, when brought to Christ, we) in Him, we 
have no other reason to yield of our doing, but 
only this, He hath linked us and fastened us unto 
Himself. 91 

Corinth (In) Christ had " much people,'* then in an 
unconverted state, but His by election, the gift of 
the Father 60 

Could (They) not believe . . . . 37, 38 
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Covenant (The spiritual) and promises did not belong 
to the Jews, as a nation, but only to such of them 
as believed, in common with other believers. 67 

Dangerous and desperate is that doctrine of the papists 
which doth teach us ever to be doubtful and in 
suspense of our salvation. A lamentable, dis- 
comfortable, and miserable estate. . .163 

Decrees (To give causes of God's) mthout Himself, is 
neither agreeable mth the primitive being of the 
nature of God, nor mth tlie doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures 121, 135 

Deeply concerned should they be for God's righteous 
cause, who remember that they were once most 
unrighteously engaged against it. . . 20 

Demean yourselves with that care, caution, and 
dutifiilness, that become a state of reconcilia- 
tion 18 

Difficulty (Whatever) there lies in the assertion that 
God hardeneth whom He will, lies also in the 
daily course of His providence, in which we see 
this hardening process going on continually. 71 

Dignity (A high) it is to be called to die, and to spend 

this temporal life in the defence of God's eternal 

• and everlasting truth 63 

Disobedience (They that are children of) can conclude 
no otherwise of themselves, but that they are the 
children of wrath 126 
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Divine grace, even in the heart of fallen man, is an 
invincible thing. Drown it in the waters of 
adversity, it rises more beautiful as not being 
drowned indeed, but only washed : throw it into 
the fiimace of fiery trial, it comes out purer, and 
loses nothing but the dross which our corrupt 
nature mixes with it 131 

Divine Sovereignty is the best thought we can retreat 
to for composing and strengthening our minds 
under difiBcidties. 3 

Draweth (Whom He) and whom draweth not, why 
He draweth one and draweth not another, wish 
not to judge, if thou wish not to err. . 26 

Drawn (A man is) to C3irist, when he'deHghts in 
truth, in blessedness, in righteousness, in ever- 
lasting life, all which Christ is. . . 27 

Drawn (Art thou not) ? Pray that thou mayest be 
drawn 26 

Duty (Do you owe no), no pity to them that have the 
same nature with you, and whose case is now the 
same as your's once was ? . . 20, 21 

Duty (It is our) to labour for assurance of God's 
free love towards us. .... 106 

Efiectual calling is inseparably tied to God's eternal 
foreknowledge or election on the one side, and to 
salvation on the other. These two links of the 
chain are up in heaven in God's own hand, but 
this middle one (effectual calling) is let down to 
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earth into the hearts of His children ; and they 
laying hold on it, have sure hold on the other 
two, for no power can sever them. . 123 — 125 

Endeavour your spirits may taste more and more the 
sweetness of reconciliation, that you may more 
abound in joy and praises . . .16 

Eternal glory ! A thought that swallows up all the 
grandeur of the world, and the noise of reckoning 
years and ages ! Had one man continued, from 
the creation to the end of the world, at the top of 
earthly dignity and glory, admired by all, yet at 
the end, everlasting oblivion being the close, what 
a nothing were it to eternal glory. . . 146 

Esau (God did) no wrong in leaving him to his own 
choice 70 

Faith gives strength and overcomes all adversity. 30 

Faith is such an engine as draws in the power of God, 
and His Son Jesus into the works and conflicts 
that it hath in hand. .... 130 

Faith (It is the proper work of) to believe what thou 
seest not, and the reward of faith to see what 
thou hast believed 132 

Faith (To make), as foreseen by God, the cause of 
our election, is to affirm it to be I? Ipycu)/^ (" of 
works''). . . . . . .68 

Faith writes the names of God's people under the 
promises of the revealed book of life, the Scrip- 
tures, and so gives them the assurance that the 
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same names are in the secret book of life which 
God hath by Himself from eternity. . . 124 

Foreknowledge (In respect of the) and predestination 
of God, how many sheep there are without, how 
many wolves within ! and how many sheep 
within, and how many wolves without! how 
many blaspheming Christ, who shall one day 
beUeve in Christ ! Again, how many that are 
within do now praise who shall one day blas- 
pheme! 52 

Foundation (This is the solid) of all Christian com- 
fort, that God loves freely. Were Hisi love to 
us to be measured by our fruitfiilness or conduct 
towards Him, each hour and moment might 
stagger our hope * 105 

Free-wiU (Article on) 8 

Free-will hath in itself ability enough to evil, but not 
to good 100 

Gift (It is altogether God's), to love God. . 164 

God having chosen some to eternal life, all the inter- 
mediate steps are equally predetermined with the 
appointed end. .... 57, 58 

God loves us, because we are the members of Him 
whom He loves : and that we might be this, He 
loved us before we were. . • 45, 46 

God, in making the decree, left it not barren, but 
provided for those circumstances, all at His dis- 



DOCntlNB OF ELECTION. 193 

posal, by which such decree shoiQd be made 
effectual. 69 

God is not bound to give us further account of His 
ways, and we are bound not to ask it. . 135 

Gk)d keeps His people by inclining them to keep 
themselves 97 

God (Let) give that which He commandeth, and then 
command whatsoever He will. . . . 100 

God, whether He helpeth, doth it in mercy, or 
whether He helpeth not, doth it righteousness, 
because He doth all things not unadvisedly, but 
in judgment. . . . . . 39, 40 

Good works bring not forth grace, but are brought 
forth by grace. 88 

Grace (He who has begun) with a view to glory, will 
not cut off grace till it be perfected in glory. 92 

Grace (The workings of), as oil, to which it is often 
compared, do insensibly and silently penetrate 
and sink into the soid, and dilate themselves 
through it. That word of His own calling, dis- 
entangles the heart from all its acts, as it did the 
disciples to follow Christ. . . . 138 

Grace (If any man receive the) of God offered, it is 
because God hath framed his heart thereto. 91 

Grossly contrary is it to the truth of the Scriptures to 
imagine, that they who are renewed by the word 
and Spirit of God can be unborn again. • 9'6 
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Guilt (No degree of previous) and no secret decree 
will induce Christ to reject any one who duly 
applies to Him for salvation. . . 24 

Happy (A) thing indeed it is to have in the soid an 
extract of that great archive and act of grace 
towards it, that hath stood in heaven from 
Eternity. » 141 

Heart (To have a) willing to abide and stand in God^s 
cause and in Christ's quarrel even unto death, is 
an inestimable and an honourable gift of God> 
given only to the true elects and dearly beloved 
children of God 62 

Holiness foreseen in a fallen creature cannot be the 
cause of his election ; because it is the effect of 
new creating gi'ace, and never comes from any 
other source 69 

Holiness is the end of our election. . . 82 

Hooper's (Bishop) Confession of Faith, in regard to 
the doctrine of Election* ... 2 

Image (The characters of God's), written in the souls 
of His children, are the counterpart of the golden 
characters of His love in which their names are 
written in the book of life. . . . 124 

Incapacity and difiBculties are no sufficient cause for 
despondency 77 

Jacob's good works could only be foreseen as the effect 
of his election, and therefore could not be the 
cause of it 68 
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f 

Jeremiah xviii. 6 4 

Judge (The) of all the earth will do right. . 5 

Judgments (If the) of the saints are just, how much 
more the judgments of God, who maketh them 
saints and just ? 40 

Judicial blindness • . . .36, 37, 39 

Know (Do you not) what the case is likely to 
be, when " potsherds " that should " strive with 
the potsherds of the earth," venture to oppose 
themselves as antagonists to Omnipotency P 20 

Knowledge (Men may have), convictions, fears, hopes, 
joys, and seasons of apparent earnestness, and 
deep concern about eternal things ; without being 
truly humbled, or spiritually minded, or changed 
in heart. Ill, 112 

Life (The) which we live in this world is of the 
free benefit of God lent us, not that we may 
use it at our own pleasure, but that it may be 
employed in these works which are beseeming 
them that are become new creatures in Christ 
Jesus 87 

Long (You should) for the conversion of souls and 
tl\e enlargement of God's kingdom, both out 
of loyalty to Him and compassion towards 
them. \ . . . . . .22 

Loves (He that) may be sure he was loved first: our 
love and electing of God is but the return and 
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repercussion of the beams of His love shining 
upon us. 125, 126 

Love (If God) us freely, we should love Him thank- 
fiilly, and let love be the salt to season all our 
sacrifices. 106 

Love (Our pious) wherewith we worship God, God 
made, and saw that it is good : for therefore 
loved He what Himself made. But in us He 
would not have made what He should love, un- 
less He had loved us before He made it. 164 

Love (That) which gave Christ freely doth give in 
Him more worthiness than there is or can be 
unworthiness in me. .... 105 

Man's destruction is always the fruit of his own 
sin. 135 

Mansions (There are) prepared for the elect in the 
Father's house 31 

Mariner (Though the) sees not the pole star, yet the 
needle of the compass which points to it tells 
him what way he should sail : thus the heart 
that is touched with the loadstone of Divine 
love, trembling with godly fear, and yet still 
looking towards God by fixed believing, points at 
the love of election, and tells the soul that its 
course is heavenward, towards the haven of 
eternal rest. 125 

Meaning (It was not the) of our Lord in saying, 
" Father, keep them in Thy name," that we 
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should be careless to keep ourselves. To our 
own safety our own sedulity is required. . 43 

Means (The) and the end of the believer's salvation 
are inseparable in reality, and should never be 
separated in speculation. ... 98 

Men, if left to themselves, would universally reject 
the Gospel 7 

Men would have more reason so to aflfect and pursue 
the glory of the present world, such as it is, if it 
were lasting, if it stayed with them when they 
have caught it, and they stayed with it to enjoy 
it. But how soon do they part ! They pass 
away, and the glory passes away, both as smoke. 
Our life itself is as a vapour . . 145, 146 

Mercy (So long as God's decree of) runs hid, His 
people are said *'not to have obtained mercy." 
When it begins to work in their effectual calling, 
then they find it to be theirs. It was in a secret 
way moving forward towards them before; as 
the sun after midnight is still coming nearer to 
us, though we perceive not its approach till the 
dawning of the day. .... 140 

Middle age (Amidst the depths of the) a clearer view 
was obtained and never thenceforth abandoned, 
of Papal Rome as nothing less than the Apoca- 
lyptic Babylon, or city of Antichrist in direct 
opposition to Zion the ideal city of Christ. 174 

National covenant of the Jews. ... 67 
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Nations (The election of) to special privileges and 
religious advantages not vouchsafed to other 
nations, is liable to all the same objections as 
personal election, and can only be vindicated in 
in the same way 70 

New birth (The) is but once, of one kind ; and they 
who are bom again, though they are subject to 
frailties and weaknesses here, yet not to death 
any more, nor to such way of sinning as woidd 
extinguish this life. . . . 93, 94 

No man can have any ground at all to believe himself 
to be elected to eternal salvation, that is not holy 
in all manner of conversation. . . 59 

Numbers on insufficient grounds take it as a deter- 
mined matter that they are saints ; and, being 
taught that the saints always persevere, sleep 
secure in sin. .... 96, 97 

Objection to the doctrine of election drawn from the 
warnings and exhortations addressed to God's 
people in Holy Scripture ... 79, 80 

Objection (The) to the doctrine of the believer's final 
perseverance supposed by some to exist in Hebrews 

Yl« .a...... JLjLV/ 

Obstinacy (The native) of the will subdued by the 
grace of God. ..... 9 

Pardon (When we beg) nothing is too great for love 
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to forgive; when we beg grace and holiness, 
nothing is too great for love to grant. 106, 107 

Felagianism. 153 

Pelagianism of the Church of Rome. 29 note . 68 

Perseverance (To build a persuasion of) upon God's 
truth and power engaged in it, is no presump- 
tion; yea, it is high dishonour to Him to 
question it 143 

Predestinated (God), not because He foresaw that 
men would be conformed to Christ, but that they 
might be so. ..... 122 

Predestination and election : the unspeakable comfort 
of the doctrine to godly persons. . . 55 

Present (Although from) unsanctification, a man 
cannot infer that he is not elected — for the 
decree may for part of a man's life, run, as it were, 
underground — yet this is sure, that that estate 
leads to death, and unless it be broken, will 
prove the black line of reprobation . . 126 

Priesthood (God's spiritual), the Elect, are daily to 
offer the incense of prayer and other spiritual 
sacrifices unto God, and to entreat the blessings 
of God for others, especially for the public estate 
of the Church ; and they are to offer up those 
praises to God that are His due from the other 
creatures, which praise Him, indeed, yet cannot do 
itafterthemannerinwhichthesepriestsdo.136,137 

Priesthood (It is this spiritual), the Elect, that pro- 
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cme Uessings upon the rest of (he woild, and 
particiilarly on die places where they Uto . 136 

Profitable (A Tery) thing it surelT is to find and read 
clearly the seal of mercy upon the soul, which is 
holiness, that by which a man is marked by Gt)d, 
as a part of SBs peculiar possession that He hath 
chosen out of the world. . . . 141 

Prophecy (The) of Isaiah vL 10, was not the motive 
or the cause of the Jews' unbeli^, but it was the 
declaration of the purpose of Qoi . • 36 

Beasons for the warnings and exhortations addressed 
to Grod*s people in Holy Scripture- . . 79 

Beformed (A man may be) in his outward conduct ; 
have convictions, and alarms, and comforts, make 
a credible profession ; ^' speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels;" abound in all outward duties; 
and yet not be converted .... 96 

Bejoice and bless God, if the Gospel has been made 
" a savour of life unto life " to you. . 16 

Bepentance is only a condition, and that freely given 
by God, disposing the subject for salvation; not a 
cause moving or procuring Otoi to save us . 104 

Beproach (The) cast upon the name of God by their 
indifference or despondency who visibly stand in 
special relation to Him. ... 18 

Beprobates, — di6)Ufjt.oi ; " not abiding the proof," mere 
pretended Christians 78 



DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 201 

Eidley's Bishop, farewell letters. . 63, 64 notes. 

Safety (There is as firm a promise for our own) in the 
midst of our dangers, as there is of the safety of 
our inheritance that is out of dsuiger. . 128 

Salvation (He that hath assurance of), why should he 
fear P If there is truth in his assurance, nothing 
can disappoint him, not sin itself. It is true ; 
but it is no less true, that if he do not fear to sin, titer e 
is no truth in his assurance : it is not the assurance of 
faith, hut the mispersuasion of a profane mind. 152 

Salvation is the reward, not of our works, nor of faith, 
as a work deserving it; but as the condition of the 
new covenant, which God, according to the tenor 
of that covenant, first works in His own, and 
then rewards as if it were their work. . 132 

Scripture (Whatsoever we read in) concerning the 
endless love and the saving mercy which God 
shews towards His Church, refers solely to His 
body mystical. 34 

Sheep (Christ's) neither wolf seizeth, nor thief stealeth, 
nor robber killeth. He is sure of their number 
wlio knows what He gave for them. . . 35 

Sheep (In promising to save His), Christ promised, no 
doubt, to preserve them in that, without which 
there can be no salvation, as also from that 
whereby it is irrecoverably lost. . . 168 

Shepherd (I have a) full of kindness, full of cacre, and 
full of power : unto Him I commit myself. 44 
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Shepherd (The good) hath promised to all His 
members, that where He is they also shall be 
with Him : nor can that but be done which the 
Almighty Son hath told the Almighty Father 
that He willeth to be done. . « « 48 

Sins (The) of believers are not always overruled for 
their increase of present grace or of future 
glorj' 56 

Son (In the) the Father loves us, because in Him "He 
chose us before the foundation of the world." 45 

Sooner may the rivers run backward, and the course 
of the heavens change, and the frame of nature 
be dissolved, than any one soid that is united to 
Jesus Christ by fatth and love can be severed from 
Him, and so fall short of the salvation hoped for 
in Him. ...... 132 

Soul (The) which strongly believes and loves, may 
confidently hope to see what it believes, and to 
enjoy what it loves. ... * 133 

Sovereignty (The) of God is a very different thing 
from arbitrary power 6 

Sovereignty (The) of God being the sovereignty of 
infinite wisdom and mercy, nothing can be decreed 
by it which is not the best possible, all things 
considered 6 

Spouse (Christ's dearly beloved) is wandering here in 
this world, as in a strange land, far from her own 
country, and compassed about on every hand with 
deadly enemies 64 



;% 



DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 203 

Spouse (The whole Church is the) of Christ, and each 
believing soul has the same title and dignity to 
be called so 177 

Spring (The) of all the Dignities of a Christian, and 
therefore the great motive of all his duties, is his 
near relation to Jesus Christ. . . . 177 

Study to walk "worthy of God" unto all well-pleasing. 

19 

Take heed that you think not meanly of Christ's power 
and love . • . . . . : .17 

Travel (Some) in a covert, cloudy day, and get home 
by it, having so much light as to know their way, 
and do not at all clearly see the bright and fiill 
sunshine of clear assurance; others have it break- 
ing forth at times, and anon under a cloud ; and 
some have it more constantly. . 144, 145 

Unholy (A man, while he remains) has no portion 
amongst the children of God, nor can he read one 
word of comfort in all the promises that belong to 
them 126,127 

Unholy (They that remain) and disobedient cannot 
without vain presumption and self-delusion think 
that they are within the peculiar love of God. 124 

Vain are their thoughts who think that by watching 
they can preserve the city which God Himself is 
not willing to keep. And are not theirs as vain, 
who think that God will keep the city for which 
they themselves are not careful to watch ? . 43 
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Vain (Most) it is to imagine a foresight of faith in 
men, and that God in the view of that faith, as 
the condition of election itsetf, has chosen them. 
Nothing at all \sfuturumy but as it is, and because 
it is, decreed by God to be. . . . 121 
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Watch (We ought to), but when we do so in obedience 
to our Commander, the Captain of our salvation, 
yet it is His own watching who sleeps not, nor so 
much as slumbers, that preserves us, and makes 
ours not to be in vain 129 

Weakest (The) persons who are within a strong place, 
well manned and every way accommodated to 
/hold out, are in safety : thus, the weakest believer 
is safe, because by believing he is within the 
'strongestof all defences. . . 129,130 

Wo*d (As the) of God in itself cannot be abolished ; 

so, likewise, in the heart of a Christian it is 

^ immortal and incorruptible. ... 93 

Work (Not every) is that work of grace, which, being 

* begun, a faithftd God stands engaged to "perform 

-^ ' Tmto the day of Jesus Christ," ... 96 

Works (To put any confidence in our own), as by the 
merit of them to purchase to ourselves everlasting 
life, were mere U^phemy against God's mercy. 

87,88 

World (The childish) is hunting shadows, and gaping 

and hoping after they know not what ; but the 

believer can say, "I know whom I have believed." 

133 



t • 



DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 20§ 

World (The) predestinated to condemnation deservedly 
hath not known the Father; but the world which 
by Christ He hath reconciled to Himself hath 
known, not deservedly, but of grace . . 48 

World (The reason why the) "hath not known Thee 't- 
is, because Thou art righteous, and hast allotted 
to it its deserts, that it should not know Thee. 
And the reason why the reconciled world hath 
known Thee is, because Thou art merciful, and, 
not for its desert^ but of grace, didst come to its 
help that it should know Thee. . 48| 49 

Zealous (How) should you be in striving to draw d^ers , 
to God. . . ' . . . . Id* 



•^ 









v. 



■4.'. 



1^ 



« 





■^. 



^ 3? 

r ,' 



.' . 

V 



y •■. 



^ s 



f* 



>.'^ 



;1f» 



^^' 



^^* 



-*' 



t > 



i;- 






H 



I. 



*A 



■A 
« 4 









* .* 






•■% 



' JK^ 



A* • 



'jj^ 






4 






LONDOK : 
TVILLIAX MACINTOSH, 
24, PATERNOSTER BOW. 






t 



'* 



-^^ 



.#• 



" ^* 



. <> 




.^ 



4t 



r * 






^* 



?v 






■*rf. 



:i.'. 



.*^^ 



^•w: 



irf 










^'V 



^ 



- *-. 



w 



>• . 



**• 



W' 






